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with refreshment rooms at Kalgoorlie '

and Northam railway stations.

Tae Peewmiee: That was a depart-
mental matter.

Mg, THOMAS : The Legislative Coun.
¢il bad passed a resolution and asked the
Assembly to concur in the opinion
expressed, that it was necessary to have
refreshment rooms at Kalgoorlie and
Northam.

Tae MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
This matter depended entirely upon the
deciston of the Government as to whether
they would bave dining-cars introduced
into Western Australia, which be thought
preferable, if proper arrangements could
be made, or whether refreshment rooms
should be erectéd. This seemed to be
abeolutely and entirely a departmental
matter, and not one that should occupy
the attention of that august Chamber in
another place. Not much could be done
by introducing minor matters into the
arena of polities.

Me. HASTIE : It would be well if the
House could discuss the Order of the
Day dealing with the treatment of
aborigines. Certain members represent-
ing Northern constituencies desired that
the Ministry should ask the Federal
Government to appoint an independent
commission of inquiry. That proposal
should be adopted, to show that the
Government were not afraid of investiga-
tion,

Question put and passed, and the
orders discharged.

Trg PREMIER: This motion was not
intended to prevent discussion to-morrow
of the report of the Coolgardie Water
Scheme Select Committee, which had been
ordered to be printed.

TaEe SreakeR: Though notice had not
been given, the repo't might be discussed
by leave uf the House.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 10-30 o’clock,
until the next day.

Questions.

Legiglatibe Council,
Tuesday, 18th February, 1902,

Papers presented—Questions: D at  Albany,
Doamnge to Vessel — (Question: il Steamer,
Albany to Esperance—Motion: Remounts for
Army, Breeding Depét—Taud Act Amendwment
Bill, Assembly's Amend te {resumed)—Indus.
trinl Concilintion and Acrbitmtion Bill, Amend-
ments reconsidered—Wines, Beer, and Spirit Nale
Amendment Bill, Council's Amerdment recon.
sidered—Raoyal Commissioners' Powera Bill, sscond
reading, ete.—North Perth Tramways Bill, first
reading ; Standing Orders Suspension—Brands Rill,
second reading (negatived)—Roads Act Amendment,
Bili (arrested)—Henlth Act Amendment Rill, Coun-
cil’s Amendment recongidered—Early Ulosing Rill,
Agsembly’'s Amendipents—North Perth Tramways
Rill, second rending, ete,—Adjonrnment,

Tae PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 o’clock, p.m.

Praxyrrs.

PAPERES PRESENTED.

By the MinvisTerR For LaNDs : 1,
{on motion by Hon. J. T. Glowery),
Fire -Brigades Board, Report for year
ending 31st December, 1901. 2, Public
Works Department, Return showing
names, remuneration, etc., of all assist-
ants engaged at present in the Depart-
ment.

Ordered: To lie on the table.

QUESTION—DREDGE AT ALBANY,
DAMAGE TO VESSEL.

Hor. W. MALEY asked the Minister
for Lands: 1, The estimated cost of
repairing the vessel recently damaged by
the dredge at Albany; 2, The estimated
cost of demurrage of vessel owing to
accident and for repairs; 3, If attention
has been drawn {o the slowness of the
progress in repairing the vessel.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, £800. 2, Demurrage £500,
and repairs £800 ; total, £1,300 3, No.

QUESITON—MAIL STEAMER, ALBANY
TO ESPERANCE.

Hon. W. MALEY asked the Minister
for Lands: If the Government will take
steps to secure the continuation of the
mail service by steamer from Albany to
Phillips River and Esperance, which

. lapses early next month.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: The Government is in communica-
tion with the Federal authorities in
regard to this matter.
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MOTION—REMOUNTS FOR ARMY,
BREEDING DEFPOT. |

Hown. C. SOMMERS (North-East) |
moved :

That, in the opinion of this House, it is desir-
able that the Government draw the attention
of the Imperial Govermmment to the suitahility
of the country recently discovered by the

vKimberley Exploration Expedition for the
purpose of establishing a depét for the breed-

. ing of army remounts.
Hon. members would see that if such a
depdt as he advocated were established”
by the Imperial Government, it would be
of considerable importance to this State.
The Kimberley Exploration Expedition
had found a very valuable tract of country
of something like six million acres, which
would be sunitable for the establishinent
of such a depst. He understood it was
the intention of the Government to throw
this land epen for selection about June
next; also that a representative from the
Imperial Government was already visit-
ing Australia with the object of seeking
such a tract of country for the breeding
of army remounts. He did not think it
would be interfered with in any way by
wild horses or anything of that sort.
This was a new country, and it was
eminently adapted for the establishment
of a depdt such as he suggested.

Question put and passed.

LAND ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY'S AMENDMENTS.

Consideration resumed from the pre-
vious day, in Committee.

Amendment No. 9.—Clause 3, strike
out the clause:

Hox. F. T. CROWDER moved that
the Chairman do leave the Chair.

Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result: —

Ayes . .. .. 8
Noes . e 14
Majority against ... 6
ATEs, Noes.
Hon. G. Bellingham Hon. R. G. Burges
Hon. F. T, (‘rowdler Hon, B, M. Clarke
Hon. J. T. Glowrey Hon. J. D. Conaolly
Hon. W, Maley Hon. €. E. Dempster
Hon. J. E. Richardson Hon, R. S. Hoynes
Hon 1l. J. SNaunders Hon. A. Jamesen
Hon, F, M, Stone Hom. A, Q. Jenking
Hou. T. F. 0. Brimage Hon. A. B, Kidson
(Tellar). | Hon, R. Lanrie
Hon. E. McLarty
Houn. GG, Randell
Hon. Sir G. ¥heoton
Hon, J. M, Speed
Hon, C. Sommers
H (Teller),
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Motion thus negatived.

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS
moved that the amendment be agreed to.

Question put-and passed.

No. 10—Clause 4, strike out the words
“a term not exceeding 21 years from the
date thereof,” and insert the words
*such term not exceeding 99 vears as to
the Governor may seem fit " in lieu:

Tuee MINISTER FOR LANDN
woved that the amendment be agreed fo.

Hon. R. G. BURGES: This amend-
ment certainly gave the Executive far too
much power. Under it 25 acres of land
wight be granted for almost any purpose.
Let hon. members imagine the value of a

rantof 25 acresof land for 99 years in Kal-
iprlie. Of course, a rental was provided ;
but that was mervly nominal. While
thoroughly trusting the present Govern-
ment, he did not wish to trust before-
hand ail Governments to come. A 21-
years lease was quite long enocugh for all
the purposes of the clause. Members of
the present Ministry had formerly opposed
the granting of these leases: now, on the
lagt duy of the session, they were found
advocating them.

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS:
Under the old Act these leases could not
be granted for a term éxceeding 21 years.
Suoch works as tanueries, factories, paper
mills, jetties and so forth, could not_be
established if the lease were limited to a
term of 21 years. In order to safeguard
the matter, the clause provided that in
all cases where u lease was desired fora
longer term than 10 years, notice of the
application, stating full pariiculars, must
be published in the Government Gazetle
four times,

How. R. 8. Havwes: Parlinment might
not be sitting.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Government, representing Parliament,
would be in existence, and would see that
no improper action was taken.  Any
Minister exceeding his powers would soon
be brought to book when Parliament
met. Hon. mewbers appeared almost to
think the object of the Government was
to take undue advantage; butthere were
not many cases of the kind to be pointed
to in the whole of Australasian political
history,

How. J. M. SPEED : The explanation
of the Minister was incomprehensible.
The hon. gentleman talked about people
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desirous of establishing tanneries, for
example, requiring a lease for a longer
term than 21 years; but the fact wae
that people establishing industries pre-
ferred freehold to leasehold. Evidently
this Bill was intended to-apply mainly to
lands oo the goldfields; and theve a 21
years’ lease was practically equivalent to
a frechold, because few gonldiields towns
lasted longer than 21 years.

SevEraL MEMBERs : No.

Hon. J. M. SPEED: So soon as the
gold was worked out, mining centres fell
away in point of population and import-
ance. Kanowna afforded an instance of
this.

MemBER : What about Ballarat ?

How. J. M. SPEED : It was strange
to ges an amendment of this kind intro-
duced by the Assembly. Had it emanated
from this House, there would be no
occasion for surprise.

Hown. C. SOMMERS: Hon. members
must. not take it for granted that because
the Government were by this clause given
power to lease for 99 years, they would
exercise that power at every opportunity.
Under the present Act the minimuw rent
chargeable was £3 perannum. It had to
be noted that a 21-years’ lease was not
long enough to entice people into starting
a new industry. They might not always
have the money to purchase freehold
land, in addition to erecting their plant.
Mr. Speed’s contention, that this clause
applied almost solely to goldfields, did
not hold, because the provision was also
designed to promote the establishmwent of
wharves, quays, ship-building yards, salt
wmanufactories, and fishing stations. It
was certainly fitting that the Government
should be entrusted with this power. No
wmember of the House could point to any
job perpetrated in counnection with the
administration of the Lands Depart-
ment.

How. R. G. Buraes: What about the
Kurrawang Syndicate ?

Hox. C. SOMMERS : The Kurrawang
Syndicate wus a subject with which he
was familiar.

Tee CuarMan: The hon. member
should speak to the amendment, and not
allow his remarks to follow the course of
interruptions.

Hon. C. SOMMERS : Hon. members
were displaying a tendency to distrust all
Governments, and everybody.

[COUNCIL.]

Amendmenta.

How. T. F. O. BRIMAGE : Twenty-
one years was long enough for a lease,
If at the end of a term it should be found
that hardship would result from the can-
cellation of leases, representations might
be made to Parliament, which would
no doubt prevent any injustice. Tndeed,
there wus no reason to doubt that leases
of this kind would be renewed in the
same way as gold-mining leases, which
were invariably extended if it were proved
that the gold was not worked out. The
provision ag to 99 years’ leases was in the
nature of a cemetery clause.

How. C. E. DEMPSTER: It would
not be to the interest of the country to
grant leases for such periods as 99 years.
A term of 21 years was quite long enough
to allow of the establishment of any
industry. Surely Government aid should
not be sought in the establishment of such
businesses as inns, stores, and smithies.
Again, was a 99 years’ lease necessary in
the case of guano islands ?

Tre MirisTEr For LanDs:
islands were exempt.

How. A. B. KIDSON : While not pro-
fessing to know much of the matter under
dizcussion, he would support Mr. Burges,
cut of respect for the superior knowledge
of that hon. member and other country
members on land matters.

How. C. Sommezs : This clause applied
to towus as well as the country.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON : Quite so. The
manner in which the pastoral and agri-
cultural wembers had supported the
legal members of the House on legal Bills
entitlel them, if only as a matter of
gourtesy, to support on this occasion.
With regard to the Government, he con-
sidered them above suspicion, but after
hearing the remarks of the country mem-
bers, who thought that 99 years was too
long a period, he should vote for the
amendment.

Hor. J. T, GLOWREY : The amend-
ment should be carried, because land on
the goldfields was practically valueless,
and 21 years was not a sufficient time.

Hox. H. J. SAUNDERS: So far as this
State was concerned, the amendment was
absolutely a new departure. Up to the
present date people bhad mnever been
allowed to take up land for 99 years.
Members ought not to allow the amend-
ment to go through at this late period of
the session.

Guano
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Hov. R. 8. HAYNES: It would be ' Minister did so on good grounds.

dangerous to allow any Government to
grant a lease for 99 years for this pur-
pose, because it would be opening the
door to very questionable transactions.
The Minister' for Lands said he did not
think that in all Australia there had been
very many jobs perpetrated by Ministers,
but be regretted to say that the converse
was his experience, and that vervfew trans-

[18 Fesruary, 1902.]

actions steod the light of day. [Mraser: °

Name one.] The position of the Hampton
Plains Syndicate in the conntry was quite
sufficient answer. He would not say any-

. culty this provision was made.

thing about the Kurrawang Syndicate, for

that might be treading upon someone’s
toes. “There were so many cases that he
would not refer to them all. If a com-
pany was strong, it could buy the land,
and if it could not buy it, a termn of 21
years was sufficient.

Question negatived, and the Assembly’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 11-—Add the following new clause,
to stand as Clause 8:—

The Governor may grant to any lessee or
licensee, under Part XI. of the principal Act,
upon such conditivns as to the Governor may
seem fit, permission—

(a.) To constructand use tramways through
and upon any Crown land or rescrve.
and to employ locomotive engines or
other motive power and wagons for
the haulage of timber, piles, poles,
bulks, sandalwood, or firewood, law-
fully felled, cut, split, or vemoved;

d

an

(b.) To connect any such tramway with any
Government Railway, subject to the
regulations of the Railway Depart-

ment made from time to time with -

respect to private sidings.

Any such permission may be revoked at the
will of the Governor, and no person shall be
entitled to recover compensation for any loss
or damage he may sustain in conseguence of
such revocation :

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS moved
that the amendment be agreed to. As
members were aware, there had been
much discussion about the Eurrawang
Syndicate. One of the things he fourd
it necessary to do when he took office was
in connection with the Kurrawang Syn-
dicate, and he had been somewhat severely
taken to task in the matter; bnt although
he had examined himself several times on
the question, he still thought he did what
was right. He found that a previous
Minister gave the right to lay a tempo-
rary tramway down, and be believed the

3091
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One
did not think there was any reason to
suppose the Minister did anything but
what he considered best for the country
at the time. There was, however, this
difticulty, that o Minister bad power to
grant the laving down of a tramline upon
Crown land, and haviog doue 50 it was a
very difficult matter to revoke that permis-
sion. Unless permission were revoked
under statute, the dilliculty was very great,
and it was in order to get rid of that d_[i]_ﬂi-

-
doubtedly if the State was to progress,
we must grant the uge of tramlines. At
the present time 60 horses were used
where 30 were used a few moaths ago;
so we saw the demand was becoming
greater every day for expedition and
facility in carrying firewood to the great
mines on the eastern goldfields. At
Kalgoorlie 1,500 tons a day were vequired,
and one syndicate supplied nearly 700
tons, and if that syndicate were suddenly
prevented from continuwing to supply such
timber, the price would rise. The Gov-
ernment allowed the company to go
through one of our State forests so that
they could get to the timber country, but
they did not propose to let this syndicate
alone have such power, and at the present
time there were in lis office some 10 or
12 applications for lines to be granted in
different directions in order to obtain
firewood as cheaply as possible.

Hon. C. Sommers: The Government
would grant every application ¥

Tue MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
marked that he did pot say every apphi-
cation would be granted, but every
application would be dealt with on its
merits. At all events there would be no
difference made between one claim and
another. The Kurrawang Syndicate came’
under the same conditions as every other
tramway company throughout the State,
and 1t must be to the advantage of the
State that this clause should be carried.
The necessity for timber was verv great
on the eastern geldfields; and if he felt
compelled to take the responsibility of

- granting to all applicants the right to

lay down liunes, he would not, unless this

- clause were passed, have anv statutory

right enabling him te revoke such per-
mission. This clause would give the
power of revocation. If such puwer were

. not given, no doubt he could make an
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agreement ;
law could override agreements entered
into, and he was advised by the Crown
Law Department that, nnless statutory
power were given, the Government might
be brought into various actions.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER : This was a
most dangerous clause, unnd if the Guvern.

[COUNGCIL.)

but sometimes the common °

!

Amendments.

Tue MivistEr ror Lawps: Ab the
time the Bill was introduced he had not
been in office,

Honx. R. 8. HAYNES: It was gene-
rally understood that the hon. member
held a seat in a former Cabinet.

Trae Minmster ror LANDS: As an

. honorary Minister.

ment desired the power they now asked

for, the proper way to get it was to bring
in a Bill giving such power, and not to
“ sneak ” it into a Land Bill.

Hon. C. SommERs: It was inthe Lund

Act already.

Hoxn. F. T. CROWDER: This to his '

mind was simply the thin end of the
wedge in regard to private railways, and
the House had already passed a resolu-

How. R. 8. HAYNES: Then it fol-
lowed that a former Minister for Lands
had not known his business.

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS:
business had not arisen then.

Howx. R. 8. HAYNES: It was impos-
sible to contend that the business had
arigen during the last few months.

Tar MiIrisTER FOR LANDB Never-

This

. theless, that was so.

tion that no concession should be granted '
for private railways without the consent |

of Parliament. Although there was a
stipulation as to what was to be carried

on these railways, who was to watch what |

they carried when once they were built P

Hon.J. M. SPEED: No deubt this
was practically bringing in the question
of private enterprise with regard to rail-
ways in the State, but the Government
had already gra.nbed a concession to the
Kurrawang Syndicate, and the awkward-
ness of the pusition was that the Govern-
ment, he understood, said they would not
make any tramways or railways them-
selves for the purpose of supplying timber,
or grant concessions for private rail-
ways.

Hon. R. 8. Havwes: If they did so,
they would be acting in the face of a
resolution passed by this House.

Hov. J. M. SPEED: The Minister
would certainly be exceeding the bounds

of the law if he made grants which the '

Crown Solicitor advised should not be
made.

‘Whether this amendment was !

disagreed with or not, private enterprise |

would do the work in either case. If,
howuver, the amendment were disagreed
with, the Kurrawang cowmpany would
have a monopoly.

Hown, R. 8. HAYNES: No precedent
existed for tbe introduction of such a
clanse as this into a Land Bill, mere
especially in circumstances like the pre-
sent. The Minister for Lands had laid
stress on the dire npecessity for the
amendment. It was curions, however,

How. R. 8. HAYNES: This Bill had
come before the House quite recently.

Tae Minisrer For Lawps: The Bill
bad been before the House for months.

How. R. 8. HAYNES: The House
had time uand again declared itself
opposed to private enterprise in railway
consiruction. In this matter one could
not differentiate between u tramway and
a railway. On the eve of prorogation,
Parliament was asked to empower the
Minjster to grant concessions for the con-
struction of tramway or railway lines,
the conditions being left to be settled at
the sweet will of the Minister. One
could understand the iutroduction of a
comprebensive scheme providing for all
contingencies, and throwing the business
open to everybody; Dut certainly the
Minister should net be given power to
grant one man’s application and refuse
another’s in this respect, for every
Minister was swayed either by his own
feelings, or was influenced by pressure
brought to bear by members of Parlia-
ment. Therights proposed to begrunted
under this Bill might become immensely
valuable. Of course, it might be argued
that the Government had the power to
revoke a license at any time. The Gov-

. ernment, however, had the power to

dismiss any public officer at a moment’s
notice; nevertheless they refrained from

" doing s0, even in the case of absolutely

that the amendment wus not to be found

in the original Bill.

incompetent and worthless officers. 1f
the determination of a concession under
this clause were asked for, the Govern-
ment would reply, “Oh, these people
have spent £30, 000 or £40,000 in build-

, ing their railway, and certainly the
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House would not desire to see a revoca-
tion in the circuamstances.” If the pro-
posed new clause were agreed to, the Bill
ought to be shelved.

Hox. C. E. DEmpsTER: Serious incon-
venience might be caused to the mines
unless these tramwayvs were built.

Hon. R. 8. HAYNES: The ery of
serious inconvenience was a mere bogey ;
otherwise the Bill would not have been
left to the end of the session. Both the
Bill and the clause were to be mistrusted.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: Hon. members
should bear in wind that this clanse
vitally affected the gold-mining industry.
By the existing Land Act, the Govern-
ment had power to grant permission for
the laying of tramways for the convey-
ance of firewood and so forth. Numerous
tramways of this kind existed in the
South-Western District. Why should
not the same privilege be granted on the
goldfields? So far, the conecession had
been granted in only one case; and that
concession had, in consequence, become
extremely valuable.

Hor. R. 8. Hayngs: Why was not
this amendment introduced into the
original Bill ?

Hon. C. SOMMERS: Because the
necessity for it was not recoguised then.
As we grew older we grew wiser. The
gold mines were badly in need of fire-
wood, and the Government could not be
expected to construct these temporary
tramways; therefore private enterprise
should be allowed to step in. The con-
struction of these light lines brought
into use much timber that was now
absolutely valueless. When in office he
had been waited on by deputation after
deputation in connection with this matter,
and he had promised that at the very
earliest opportunity legislation would be
introduced granting the right of laying
these tramways to everyone. It was the
secrecy obtaining in connection with the
granting of the Kurrawang Company’s
concession which had roused public
anger. Mr. Haynes should not forget
that the Bill had been before the House
for some six montha.

B']]IION. R. 8. Havwes: No; not this
ill.

Hoxn. C. SOMMERS : It had been his
intention to deal with that point. But
for political changes, the amendments
would bave been brought in before.

[18 Fesruary, 1902.]
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These tramways would bLe allowed to
carry only timber, piles, poles, balks,
sandalwood, and firewood. The justifica-
tion for inserting this clause in » Land
Bill was that a similar provision, though
not so clearly worded, was in the existing
Act. Moreover, the Minister for Lands
had control of forests. )

Howx. E. McLARTY: There was no
reason why the power sought should not
be granted to the Minister, and thercfore
the clause should be supported. It was
to DLe sincerely hoped.the Government
would not lay down tramways for the
carrizage of firewood. Such lines were
required only for a year ortwo in any
one particular district ; they had then to
be taken up and re-laid somewhere else.
Obviously, this was not a class of work
the Government could do as cheaply and
effectively as private individuals. Certain
hon, members seemed desirous of main-
taining the wonopoly at present enjoyed
by the Kurrawang Company. If the
Government, could not be trusted with
the powers cooferred by this cluuse, they
were 1ot fit to hold office.

Ho~. J.T.GLOWREY : The proposed
ciause opened up the important question
of private enterprisc in railway econ-
struction ; and he concurred with My,
Haynes opinion that a matter of this
kind, if dealt with at all, should be dealt
with in a comprehensive fashion, He
therefore hoped the Assemlly’s amend-
ment would be rejected. During the
recess there would be opportunities for
examining into the question of fuel
supply to themines. It was his intention
to wove early next session for the appoint-
ment of a select committee to inquire
into the matter. The Kurruwang Com-
pany, which had been in existence for
about two years, had already inflicted
great injury on the mining industry.
The company’'s railway, which was 40
niles in length, sud which was to be
exteoded for another 10 wiles, run
almost wholly through auriferous conntry,
which in consequence of the compuny’s
operations bad been denuded of timber.
The probabilities were that during the
next two or three years the Government
would be asked to build a milway to
convey timber to the districts which had
been denuded by the compuny. No doubt
the Government would also be asked to
tuke over the Kurrawang Company’s line.
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Hows. R. 8. Havnes: For o million '
and a half!

How, J. T. GLOWREY: The Gov-
erument had persistently refused to huild
& rallway through those districts. Hon.
members appeared to regard the interests
of Kalgootlie only; but other impor-
tant mining centres were affected, and
these should be afforded svme protec-
tion. It appeared that a single ofticer
of the Kurrawang Company had more
influence with the Government than
half a dozen members of Parliament—
that was his experience. Another impor-
tant matter was that we had a private
railway 50 miles in length, and for a
considerable distance almost parallel to
the State railway. It was our duty to
protect as far as possible the interests of
the State railways; and while he did not
know whether it was proposed to make
regulations, he would be exceedingly
suspicious of any that might be framed,
considering the experience of the Kurra-
wang Company. We had had reserves
proclaimed in that district, and almost
the whole of them had been denuded
of timber by the Kurrawang Company.
Notwithstanding the protests ade by
himself and other goldfields mem-
bers, they did not appear to be
able to obtain any redress whatever.
There was a large portion of aurifervus
country both north and south of Cool- .
gardie, and east and west of the Menzies .
line, and he presumed that these were the |
places where most of those private lines !
would be bhuilt. He did not see any |
provision made to protect that auriferous
conntry, but in all that auriferous ,
country the timber ought to be reserved,
because if it were carried away to Kal- |
goorlie, we should probably have to build |
railway lines in two or three years to |
carry timber back. He would suggest |

l
[

that the whole of these amendments be |
rejected, and if that were done he would,

when Parliament again met, move that a

select committee be appointed to inquire
into the whnle question of firewood !
supply and woed lines on the goldfields.
No wjustice conld be done in the mean-
time. The Kurrawang Company on the
15th January received permission to lay !
down a farther 10 miles of railway, and |
that would keep the Kalgoorlie mines |
supplied for a considerable time. Even |
if that were not so, there were other |

[COUNCIL.]
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places fromn which timber could be ob-
tained. Representations had been made
that supplies could e obtained for the
Kalgoorlie mines along the Government
railway line, but notwithstanding that fact
the Government had always shown this
particular company a great deal of con-
sideration. It had been stated on more
than one occasion that he opposed this
through his opposition to a line going
narth of Coolgardie. If this clause were
pussed we should have two or three lines
going south of Coolgardie, and there
wounld be one of a length of 30 or 40
miles before the House met again. 'When
the timber was cut away from there the
Government would be asked to take that
line over. He ventured o say there were
as many goldfields members who would
oppose this clause as there were gold-
fields members who would support it.

Hown. A. G. Jexrins: The opposition
to the clanse came from only one town.

How, J.I'' GLOWREY : Wehad been
told that before. We had been told that
if a line went south of Coolgardie opposi-
tion would cease, but such assertion was
incorrect. We had also been told that the
Government already had power to grant
tramways, but he had the assurance of
oue Minister—certainly not the Minister
for Tands—that this was a mistake,
that they had not the power, that the
permission given to the Kurrawang com-
pany was wrong, that no right had been
given, and the Government could call
upon the company to take up their rail-
way line any day, but of course there was
not the sligchtest chance of that bheing
done. TIf this clause were carried, it
would inflict grave and serious injustice
on many of the smaller mines outside
Kualgoorlie. Moreover, if the clanse were
not now passed no injustice would be
done, because the whole question could be
gone into, and a satisfactory solution of
the difficulty arrived at.

How. A. G. JENKINS: At present
this question more nearly affected the
goldfields than any other portion of the

© epImunity.

Hown. R. 8. Haxwes: Kalgoorlie only.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: Kalgoorlie and
Boulder; anyway, where the gold was.
So far as he could understand, the
opposition from the goldfields came from
one town. He was always anxious to
pay great respect to the wishes of that
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town, but we should consider the welfare
of the rest of the goldfields in preference
to the wishes of one town. So far as the
Kurrawsng Company were concerned, so
far from the company inflicting gross
injustice on the mining industry, in three
weeks half of the mines in Kalgoorlie
and Boulder would be shut down if the
company were terminated to-morrow.

Meuners: Nonsense.

Hon. A. G. JENEKINS: The quantity
of timber required could not he supplied
in so short a time.

Hon. R. G. Burees: Teams could do
it.
Hon. A. G. JENKINS: The Kurra-
wang Company supplied what could not
otherwise be supplied unless time were
given for any other large tram line to be
constructed. The company supplied more
than half the fuel to the Kalgoorlie and
Boulder mines, and he was assured by
mine managers that if the company’s
operations were restricted it would result
in very serious loss and inconvenience to
the mining industry. At the present
time, the Kurrawang Company had prac.
tically a monopoly of the wood supply,
and they were emabled to increase the
price to the mines. In fact, he under-
stood that the price under the latest
contract rcnewed showed an increase of
three or four shillings on that previously
in existence.

How. F.T. Crowper : The timber was
farther away.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: If other con-
cessions were granted, that would bring
competition into play, and the mines
would be able to get their supply of
timber much cheaper. There were large
belts of timber on the goldfields not
touched at the present time, and they
could not be touched until these tramways
were made ; and by making the tramways
into those belts no injustice would be
done to any great pumber of mines.
Doubtless the Government would see when
they granted these concessions that re-
serves were made around any mines that
would otherwise have injustice done to
them. He thought the subordivates of
the Minister could be trusted to see that
the reserves were not too much en.
croached upon. If these reserves were
made, and power given to build tram-
ways into the forest, the result would in
the end be of lasting benefit to the min-
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ing industry. TFuel must be obtained,
and it could not possibly pay to cart
timber 30 or40 miles. Uuless competition
caine intoforce the present monopoly of the
Kurrawang Syndicate with regard to the
big mives would increase more and more,
Every month and every week lost made
the position worse. The matter shonld
not be allowed to stand over till next
session. He trusted the Comumititee
would allow the new clause to be
ingerted.

Hoxn. C. E. DEMPSTER : Unless the
new clause were carried, injustice might
be done to Kalgoorlie and Boulder.

Hon. J. T. GrLowrEY : Other mining
centres hesides Kalgoorlie and Boulder
were affected.

Hox. ¢. E. DEMPSTER : Neverthe-
less, these two were onr principal mining

- centres, and we must look mainly to their

interests at the present time. The great
mines of the field were altogether
dependent on the Kurrawang Company
for firewood supplies.

Severar. MeEmsers : Not altogether.

How. C. E. DEMPSTER : It was
necessaty to visit the fields in order to
understand how larpe a guantity of five-
wood was consumed. ‘The tramways
used in the fuel trade were of a merely
temporary nature, and he had always
favoured the construction of such lines
by private enterprisec. The new clause
was to the interests of the goldfields, and
should therefore be inserted.

Hon. R. 8. HaynNes: But the new
clause applied to the whole State.

Hon. C. B. DEMPSTER: The
privilege might bhe extended to other
districts, if necessary.

Howr. A, B. EIDSON : After hearing
the views of hon. members on this cluuse,
one was on the horns of a dilemma.
The goldfields members were divided on
the subject, whilst the Minister for
Lands and Mr. Sommers urged the
adoption of the clause with all the force
at their command. While desirous of
doing everything possible to assist the
goldfields, he could wot regard the
wmethod by which it was proposed to
grant these concessions as commendable,
He doubted whether in any other part of
world convessions of this nature were
giveo in the manner here proposed. No
adequate safeguards were provided. To
construct even a trawway in a fown one
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had to obtain not only & provisional erder,
but also a special Act of Parliament.

Hon. A.G. Jerxins: Tramways in
towns carried passengurs.

Hon. A.B. KIDSON: That did not
affect the point.

MemsEr: Town tramways were there
for all time, practically.

How. A. B. KIDSON: The proposal
here was to give permission to construct
railways.

Hon. A. G. Jevrive: The comparison
was not o fair one,

How. A. B. KIDSON : Undoubtedly
the lines proposed to he constructed
under this clause were ruilways, whatever
name might be given them.  Surely any
permission of the kind should receive the
endorsement of both Houses of Parlia-
ment before bLeing granted. Let hon
members think of the immensity of the
concessions which might be granted
under this clause. We bad heard enough
in the past about one concession to 1n-
dispose us to face the possibility of
similar occurrences in the future. Cer-
tain hon. members devoted tbe whole of
“their urguments to showing that the pro-
posed new clause would prove beneficial
to the goldfields, leaving the rest of the
State entirely out of consideration. The
clanse, however, wonld apply not only to
the goldfields, but to the whole of the
State.

Tae MiwistEr For Lanps: Not gunite
that.

Hon. A. B. KIDSON: Anyhow, it
did not apply to the goldfields alone.

Hon. C. fommzrs: Why should not

the goldfields be supplied with firewood ? |

Hon. A, B. KIDSON: Mr. Sommers
had not heard from him one word aguinst
the mines being supplied with firewood.
But they should get it in the ordinary
and proper manner. The clause proposed
to place in the hands of the Minister a
power which Parliament alone should
exercise. We could pot expect to have
always as immaculate an Administration
as the present, and we must look to possi-
bilities and contingencies of the future.
He trusted the clause would not be
inserted,

Hox. W. MALEY : After Mr. Kidson's
remarks on the proposed new clause, he
felt constrained to vote against il.
Amendment No. 10, power was given to
lease areas for 49 years.

[COUNCIL.]

Amendments.

not know whether there was any connec-
tion between amendments 10 and 11, he
felt bound to point out that the two
clauses conjointly might be used by
shrewd business men to secure enormously
valuuble concessions. . A railway wmight
Le built and land might be secured on
very long lease, licensing privileges might
be obtained, and in fact, a town estab-
lished by means of leases and concessions
obtained under the two clauses.

Hon, R. LAURIE: The speeches of
opponents of the propused new clause
would have led him to vote for it, had
not his intention been to do so on other
grounds. Certain hon. members posed
here cceasionally as apostles of privats
enterprise. Here waas a distinet oppor-
tunity for them to give effect to their
principles by allowing the construction of
private tramways, so greatly needed by
the goldfields. At ihe present time the
Kurrawang Company alone were in a
position to supply firewood to the mines,
and anything we did to enable other con-
tractors to join in the business would bea
step towards the abolition of a monopoly.
Possibly the Government would be asked
at sowe future date to take over firewood
tramways; but it wag thoroughly well
understood that these lines were laid down
for the one specific purpose. When the
timber was cleared away, the vwners of
the tramway conld be compelled to remove
it. He had every confidence in the
Minister of the day. If the clause were
rejected, the Kurrawang Company would
be able to cut for a distance of half a mile
on each side of the line, whereas, if it
were adopted, the distance to which they
enuld cut would be reduced to one chain.
It was only right that firewood contractors
now willing to supply the mines, and to
supply them at a cheaper rate than the
Kurrawang Company, should be given an
opportunity of doing so.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: All
bon. members who bad spoken on the
cluuse recognised the necessity for afford-

' ing ample facilities fer the supply of fire-

By

While he did .

wood to the gold mines. Certain hon.
members had said that the requisite fuel
supplies could be hauled by horses, and
that tram lines were not wauted ; buf, as
a matter of fact, hon. members might take
it that tram lines were wanted. Two
points had been raised, particularly by
legal members. Tt had been argued that
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thenew clause should notbeinserted inthis

Bill because no such provision was found
in the legislation of any other State.

By Section 121 of the Land Act, & lessee :

might construct railways ; but, asa matter
of fact, on the goldfields the Government

had not been granfing timber leases— -

they simply granted licenses. They
found there were certain dangers, and

particular areas.
to these timber cutters, the Government
would not want this power at all. Al he
wanted 1o show members was thata power
of a similar nature to that now asked for
already existed in the Lands Act. Some
members said that -this was not the time
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it was in the interests of the State. He
personally was uninterested in the matter,
but he could see from the appeals that
came to him that what was asked for was
very much required.

Box. J. M. SPEED: The Minister for

Lands had thrown a new light on the
subject by pointing out that under Section

) € 1d 121 of the Lands Act more power was
they thought it not wise to grant a leasein .

Were a lease granted -

. license under this clause.

to make such a proposal as the present,

and that it would do very well six months
bence, when Parliament met again. There
were, however, a number of applications
waiting to be dealt with at the present
time, and all these people were prepared
to lay down lines,

Hox. R. 8. Haynes: Before the Bill
passed P

Tue MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
were waiting at this moment.

Hon. R. S. Harnes: How did the
a.ppli‘,ca.nts know the Bill was going to

s ¢ .

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Grovernment possessed the power at
present with regard to leases.

Hon. R. 8. HaynEs: Yes, leases; but
people had to pay for leases.

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
license fees had been cut down, but in the
pust the Government had received a
congiderable revenue from them: some
£7,000 a year.
catters, and £3 per head was received.

There were 2,500 wood-

He regretted the amount had been.so .

seriously cut down, but that would not be
done 50 much in the future, and we might
have to meet the woodcutters in some
other way. The matter was more or less
urgent in two directions. Already there

was one syndicate which had been granted

this facility, and the
carrying the work out, and it was unreason-

syndicate was -

able to refuse to grant similar concessions

to others. Supposing a concession were
granted, three months would elapse before
the work could be carried out, for the
applicants would have to telegraph to the
old country for the rails. He was told

that he wys pushing this very hard; bui

given to the Government than would be
given under this clause; wud the lessee,
whoever he might be, obtained far more
advantages by obtaining u lease under
Section 121 than he would by getting a
One did not
understand why, when this new clause
was added, Section 121 of the Lands Act
was not repealed. Numerous complaints
had reached the Governinent with regard
to the wuy in which the railways on timber
concessions had been carried on; and it
would be well if the Government, through
the Minister for Lands, were to assure
the Crmmittee that if any concessions for
tramwayvs to be constructed were granted,
they would be granted under this clause,
and not under Section 121 of the Lands
Act.

Hon. R. 8. HAYNES: There were
goldfields besides Kalgoorlie, and in his
province there was a goldfield which
ranked next to Kalguorlie in point of
return yielded, He spoke of the Mur-
chison. He bad represented the district
for six yecars, and had never heard any
demands for these lines. The more this
question was debated the more evident
it became that it was necessary to throw
out the Bill. The Minister for Lands
said power was given to grant these con-
cessions under Section 121; but he (Mr.
Hayunes) asked the House to accept bis
opinion that the Guvernment had no such
power. Section 121 said :—

A timber lesse shall authorise the lessee to
construct rnilways and tramways on and
through the area cowprised in the lease, and
to hawl timber to and from the millz; and the
Govarnor, may, it he thinka fit, authorise the

lessea to lay down such rnilwaye and tram-
ways on other Crown lands.

But bow about licensees? The EKurra-
wang Syndicate were licensees, and
under Section 121 the Government had
no power to grant such a concession to
the Kurrawang Syndicate or anyhody else.
That being so, why did the Government
grant an extension of 10 miles and then
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come here at the eleventh hour of the
session and ask for farther power to grant
concessions? He challeuged contradiction
from any lawyer, or anyone else, of the
statement that Section 121 did not confer
on any person licensed to cut wood such
a concession ag that referred to. Seclion
130 dealt with the matter in this way: —

A timber license, authorising the licensee
to fell, cut, split, and remove any timher
growing or standmg on any Crown lands in
the locality named in the license.
That was a timber license; it was not a
lease. A lease gave one a right as user of
the soil, but » license only allowed one a
right to go over the soil for the purpose
of taking wood. He had not the slightest
objection to expediting the granting of
cuncessions to everybody for the purpose
of carrying timber; on the contrary, he
was almost eager to nssist people. He
asked the Committee not to pass this
clause, principally because if they did so
they would be granting a license with no
conditions whatever. He was willing
for a Bill to be passed giving every person
a right on complying with certain con-
ditions, and then we. should have plenty
of t.imber; but be asked the Committee
to pause before authorising the Govern-
ment to do that which was absolutely
illegal and wrong.

Question put, and a division taken
with the following result :——

-Ayes .12
Noes .. 9
Magjority for ... .. 38
AYES. Noes.
Hon. J. D. Connclly Hon, @. Bellingham
Hoxn. J. T. Glowrey Hoo. T. F. O. Brimage
Hon. A, Jameson Hon. R. 3. Burges
Hon. A. . Jenkins Hon, F. T. Crowder
Hon. R. Laurie Han. R. S. Hoynes
Hon. B. McLabty Hon. A, B. Ki
Hou. G. Raudell Hon. W. Male,
Hon, H. J, Saunders Hon. J. B Ricinrdson
Hon. €. Sommers Hon, J. T Glowrey
Hon, J. M, Speed (Teller).
Hon, F, M. Stoue
Hon. C. E. Dempster
{Teller),
Question thus passed, and the

Assembly’s amendment agreed to.

Howx. R. 8. HAYNES moved that the
Chairman do leave the Chair.

Put and negatived.

No.12—AdJ the following new clause:
—" As from the 30th day of June, 1902,

nothing contained in Sections 69 and 72
- herds to take up generally 40 acres,

of the principal Aet shall apply to the
South-West Division of the State™':

[COUNCIL.]

Amendments.

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS moved
that the amendment be agreed to.

Put and passed.

No. 13 — Add the following new
clavse :—

Every application for land shall be accom-
panied by a siatutory declaration by the
applicant to the effcct—(a.) That the applica-
tion is made by the applicant in lis own
interest and for his own exclusive use and
benefit, with the intention of holding and
improving the land in accordance with the
prescribed conditions. (b.) That the applica-
tion is not made in the interest of, or for the
use or benefit of any other person whomsoever
than the applicant. {c.) That the applicant
has no interest in any land which should
preclude him from making the application, or
which, if added to the land applied for, would
make the applicant the holder of a larger area
than anthorised by law.

Tasg MINISTER FOR LANDS moved
that the Assembly’s amendment be agreed
to. The object of the proposed new
clause was to prevent dummying. It
had been urged that the provision as to
statutory declarations would cause diffi-
culty; but under the existing Act the
Minister had power to appoint an agent
to take the declaration.

Hox. R. G. BURGES: The Land
Regnulations provided all that was neees-
sary, and therefore the amendment was
not vequired. If a leasecholder became
bankropt his land could not be dealt
with in any way, except with the consent
of the Minister. That was surely pro-
tection enough.

Horx.R.S. HAYNES : If the intention
was to introduce legislation preventing
dummying, then that legislation should
be such as would prevent dvmmying in
connection with timber leases and tram-
way concessions, as well as in connection
with land. Toaim a clause of this nature
at persons desirous of taking up land
wag class legislation of the worst deserip-
tion. The amendment wastotally unmean-
ing. In New South Wales it was
considered the proper course to declare
conditional purchases void, if afterwards
it turned out that the person applying
for the freebold was trustee for some
one else. But what was the use of
asking persons to take an ocath to-day as
to what they intended to do to-morrow ?

. In New South Wales the squatters

defeated the law by inducing their shep-

which area could afterwards be increased
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to 640 acres, and then introducing each
shepherd to a solicitor, who drew up a
wiil by which the shepherd left the whole
of the land tv the squatter. Sub-clause
(c¢.) of the proposed uew clause was
utterly absurd. What was the meaning
of the declaration required by it? These
amendments were put forward without
explanation, in a ‘take-it-or-leave-it”
fashion, The Minister shounld explain
the amendments.

Twe MINISTER FOR LANDS:
These amendments, which had come up
from another place, had been inserted at
the instance of some private member
presumably.

Hon. J. T. GLOWREY moved that
the Chairman do leave the Chair.

Motion put, and a division ta.ken with
the following resolt :—

Agyesy e 9

Noes .o 13

Majority against R
NOES.

1Ion, G. Bellmzha.m
Hoa. F. T, Crowder
iomn, J, T. Glowrey
Hon. R. 8. Haynes
Hoa A. B, Kidson
ton, W, Malay Ilon. R. Laurie
Hou, J. E, Richardson Hon. E. MeLi
Hon, F. M, Stoune Hon. G. Rande
Hon. T. F. Q. Brimage Hon. H. J. Saunders
(Taller). Hon. Sir (eorge Shenton
Hoa. C. Sommers
Houn. J, M, Speed
Hon, R. G. Burges
{Teilar}).

Hon. E. M. Clarke
Hon. J. D, Connclly

} Hon. C. E. Dempster
| Hon. A. Jameson

L Hon, A. 3. Jenking

AYES. l

Motion thus negatived.
At 6:32, the Crarrmax left the Chatr.
At 735, Chair resumed.

Consideration of amendment No. 13
continged.

Tue MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
ameudment would not be forced by him at
all.

Hor. R. 8. HAYNES: No doubt the
intention of paragraph (2.) was very
guod, but he did not see the necessity for
paragraph (b.), nor could he see any
reason at all for paragraph (e.).

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS said
he left it to the Committee to say whether
they agreed with the amendment or not.

How, F. T. Crowper: Did those re-
marks apply to the whole matter ?

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: Ouly
this portion.
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Hox. F. T. Crowper: Had this been
before the Committee, No 11 would not
have been carried.

Tee Mivister For Lanps: That was
an amendment introduced by the Govern.-
ment, but this was not.

Hon. C. E DEMPSTER: Awple pro-
vigion was already made against any one
occupier having too much land, and he
should support the exclusion of this
clause,

Horn. E. McLARTY: There was no
necessity for this amendment. He thought
the State had quite sufficient protection.
No matter who took up the land, they
could only get it under certain conditions;
they must pay the rental and carry out
the conditions, and if they did that pre-
sumably the State bad po more to ask.
He could not see any necessity for a
statutory declaration.

Hon. F. T. CROWDER: We were
told that amendment No. 13 was not one
which had the Government sanction, and
that it was simply brought down as an
amendment by a private member of the
Assembly. Nos. 11 and 13 stood in the
same category.

Tree MINISTER FOR LANDS: If a
private member introduced an awend-
ment in another place, it was only for him
(the Minister) to put it forward for the
Committee to agree to or not, The officers
of his department did not support this
amendment.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER: There were
lots of other amendments in this Bill,
and the position waa this. The Minister
now said that the clanse under discuassion
was one which the Government did not
wish to see in the Bill—anyhow they did
not hold by that clause—Dbut that amend-
ment No. 11 was inserted by the Govern-
ment, and the Government stood by it.
He (Mr. Crowder) was in a position to
say that hoth these clauses were moved
by private members, and the Government
never held one way or the other, He
wanted to know why the Government in
this House supported oue clause and not
the other.

How. A, G. JeEwgwvs: Amendment
No. 11 was moved by the Government,
and No. 13 was not.

Hon. G. RANDELL: Assuming what
the Minister for Lands said was correct,
wag No. 11 iotroduced by a private

| member?
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Tae Miwister For TLanps: It was
not.

Hon. G. RANDELL: Having that
assurance from the Minister for Iands,
we need not carry the point fariher.
With regard to No. 13, be took it that
the Grovernment had not opposed it, but
at the sawe time they had not given their
entire concurrence.

Tar Mrnisrer ror Lawps: That was
the position.

Hon. G. RANDELL: Therefore the
representative of the Government in this
House did not feel ealled upon to use his
powers of persuasion upon members as
bhe would bave done if the amendment
bad been intreduced by the Government.
It often happened that a private member
introduced an amendment into a Bill,
and the Government did not see their
way to object to it, but at the same time
they did not bind themselves to support
it.

Hon W. MALEY: The proposed
clanse, if inserted, would {end to decrease
revenue and preclude settlement. We
should welcome new settlers. Another
objection to the clause was that it would
prove unworkable. Under it, no person
could apply by proxy, and a statutory
declaration must accompany every appli-
cation. 'I'he latter provision would alto-
gether block applications by telegram
from distant parts of the State.

Question put, and a division taken

with the following result :—-
Ayes ... .. 8
Noes ... ... 13
Mujority against . 5
AYES, . NoES
Hon. (. Bellingham Houn. T, F. 0. Bri
Hon, E. M. Clarke Hon, J. D. Conpolly
Hon. F. T. Crowder Hon. C. E. Dempster
Hen. J. T. Glowrey i+ Hon. R. 5. Haynes
Hon. A, Jameson Hou. A. G. Jenkins
Hon. A. B. Kidson 1fon, R. Lanrie
Hon. C. Sommers l:lon.W Mauley
Hon. J. M. 8 Hon, E. Melarty
(Teler). Won, G, Randell
’ Hon. J. E. Ricbardson
Hon, H. J. Saunders
¢ Hon. F, M. Htone
] Hon, R. G. Burges
{Tellor).
Question thus nepatived, and the

Assembly’s amendment not agreed to.

No. 14 — Add the following new
clause :—

(1.} It shall be a condition of any grant
under Section 8, Sub-section (u), that so far
as any framway may be constructed over a
timber reserve, the prantee shall not cut

[COUNCIL.]

Amendments.

any timber or firewood ountside of a lLimit of
one chain on each side of the line.

(2.) 1f encroachment be made on the
declared timber reserves by the person or
persons having the license to pass over them,
the Minister shall cancel the license.

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS
moved that the amendment be agreed to.

Hon, F. T. CROWDER: It was
absurd for the Minister to move these
amendments without stating any reason
why they should be brought forward af
all.

Tex MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
had already been explained to the hon.
member,” who apparently refused to
accept the explanation, that the Minister's
duty here was to put before hon. mem.
bers certain amendments for agreement
or non- agrpement. Probably some mem-
ber in another place had thought this
amendment important. If Mr. Crowder
did not concur in it, he could vote
against it

How. C. SOMMERS : The new clause
was designed to protect timber reserves,
by providing that where private railways
went through such reserves, the owners
of the railway should be permitted to
cut only to a distance of one chain_on
either side of the line. 8o soon as the
line had passed through the reserve, the
owners could cut for any distance.

Hox. J. M. SPEED: This amendment
was clearly consequential on amendment
No. 11. The DMinister might have
poioted this out.

Hor. R. 8. HAYNES: The proposed
new clause would be very useful, because
it in some measure guarded the powers
granted under the new clause proposed
by amendment No. 11. Hon. members
would probably bhe quite prepared to
accept amendment No. 14 with a farther
condition added to it. He therefore
moved, as an amendment on the
Assembly’s amendment, that the follow-
ing be added to the new clause: “The
conditions upon which any license to lay
down a tramway under Part 11 may be
granted shall be laid upon the table of
both Honses of Parliament within 14 days
after the grant, and such license shall be
conditional upon neither House of Par-
liament disallowing such license” This
amendment would take any sting out of
the new clause contained in amendment
No. 11, which practically gave the Minis-
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ter a right Parliament alone ought to | reserve mnear Kunapalling, the Govern-

have. Now we should endeavour, if pos-
gible, to get the power back for Parlia-
went. The amendment was perfectly
barmless, noless it should turn out that
some person desired to Wwork something
while the House was not sitting. To such
a person, the amendment ou the amend-
ment would prove very objectionable.

Hon. J. T. GLOWREY : It was to be
hoped that Mr. Haynes’'s amendment
would be carried. The new clause con-
tained in amendment No. 14 was intro-
duced for the purpose of protecting the
timber reserves. Experience had shown
that all regulations for the protection of
those reserves had so far proved nseless,
and that something more was desirable.
The limit of a chain was reasonable. The
Kurrawang Company had just been
granted a farther concession, permitting
them to cut for half a mile on each side
of their line in the most important timber
belt existing north of Coolgardie. Since
the Committee had thought fit to adopt
the new clanse proposed by amendment
No. 11, it behoved us to make the condi-
tions as stringent as possible. Otherwise
there would arise under that clause some
of the greatest scandals ever perpetrated
in Western Australia.

Hown. C. SOMMERS: Mr. Haynes's
amendment on the Assembly's amend-
ment would practically nullify Clause 11,
in favour of which the majority of the
Committee had decided.

How. F. T. Crowner: Because hon.
members believed this to be a Govern-
ment measure.

How., €. SOMMERS: This was a
Government measure; and we had now
before us an amendment which bad the
support of the Government. To declare
forest reserves wilthout taking measures to
protect the timber in them was useless.
He invited the particular attention of hon.
members to the fact that the cutting in
conunection with a line laid through a
reserve would be limited to a chain on
either side of the line. This limitation
was perfectly reasonable. He hoped the
clause would be passed as printed.

Hon. . BELLINGHAM: It was
gratifying to hear Mr. Sommers say this
clause had the support of the Govern-
ment, becunse when the last concession
was granted to the Kurrawang Company,
allowing them to go through a forest

went granted them the right to cut
ttmber within balf s mile on each side of
the line. He was prepared to support
Sub-clanse 1, because from this bhaving
the support of the Gtovernment he could
see the Governnent had seen the error of
their wuys, and curtailed the limit of cut-
ting timbar on ench side of the line. As
to the new clause submitted by Mr.
Haynes, it required very careful con-
sideration, and he thought that when
members had given it their consideration
they would see their way to support it.
These wood lines oot only applied to the
goldfields but also to other parts of the
Stute. TUnder this section in the Lands
Act anyone could apply to the Minister
for a right to lay a tram line down within
the suburbs of Perth for the purpose of
bringing in firewood for the supply of
houscholders in Perth, and that would be
a very good uunderiaking. The same
thing would apply to Fremantle. If the
Governmeut opened up the field -for
private enterprise, for laying railways
throughout the State, that action would
most undoubtedly be a source of great
jobbery throughout the whole of Western
Australia,

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
wus to be hoped members would not sup-
port the amendment by Mr. Haynes. It
was simply an amendment opposed to
No. 11, which had been already decided
on, and it would be more courtecus to
the Committes if the hon. member would
accept the position, which had been
fairly discussed. An amendment should
not be introduced which was in direct
opposition to that which only an hour
ago was passed by the Committee,

Hox. W. MaLEY : This was only hedg-
ing it about and safeguarding it.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
was more than thut: it was in direct
opposition to what had been passed. It
seemed to him impossible to carry on the
business of the country if these luctics
were pursued, aund he hoped that once
and for all the Committee would say
they were not going to be played with
in this manner; otherwise this House,
which had had honourable traditions for
many years, would bold a very undesir-
able position in the eyes of the public.
Although it was not his wish to bring
these things forward here, he might say
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that already there was much opposition |

to this House, and if things were to be
carried on in this unconstitutional way
there might perhaps be soma reasons for
the complaints we heard outside. He
hoped members would not allow theaffairs
of the House to be played with in this
way, by amendinents being introduced in
direct opposition to what had already
heen supported by the majority of the
members.

Hon, H.J. SAUNDERS: Apparently
Mr. Haynes's amendment was introduced
in the wrong clause. He did not see
what the bon. member’s amendment had
to do with No. 14, and it certainly
appeared to him it was not one which
should be passed by the Committee. As
the Minister had just stated, if passed it
would upset the new clause to stand as
Clause 8. Mry. Bellinghum had said that
if this clause were passed, we should
allow tramways to be brought into Perth
for the purpose of bringing in firewood ;
but if the hon. member had read the
clause through he would have seen that

Amendments.

chievous in its operation aud it would
prevent the very thing the Committee
had agreed to in No. 11, that the tram-

" ways should be laid down in the interests

of the goldfields.

How. R. 8. "HAYNES: There were
occasions when 1t would be advisable not
to insert such a clause as he proposed,
and in the ordinary course he wounld not

" have moved in that direction; but if at

these tramways might be constructed !

over timber reserves, and he was pot
aware that the Government had any

timber reserves within some distance of

Perth.
Hon. G. RANDELL : On the merits
of the question, it would be a great pity

to pass the amendment, because agree- |
. such a thing as that, was it not well to

ments had to be entered into between
these persons.  If they were going to run
tramlines, expense had to bhe imcurred,
and if a proposal were liable to be
rejected by Parliament when Parliament

met no one would enter into a contract .
" which he moved would do was to take

with the Government, neither would the
Government feel themselves at liberty to
enter into a contract with any person for
the constructinn of tramways. The in.
tentton was good, but it would be
impossible to apply the hon. member’s
amendmeat. No one would go to the
expense of purchasing trucks and laying
down a tramway if it was to be subject
to the approval of Parliament afterwards.
Such an amendment as the hon. member
moved had often been inserted for the
purpose of protecting Parliament and the
country perhaps aguinst mistakes or over-

sight of the Cubinet or Ministry of the .

day, and that was quite right and proper;
but really in this case he saw no reason
for it.

The amendment would be mis-

the eleventh hour such a clause as that
under discussion was going to be rushed
through, we ought to insert the clause
he had proposed as a safeguard against
any such contingency as often arose. Tt
was said this was a measure in favour of
the goldfields, but be denied it. Mem-
bers strongly in favour of the goldfields,
and having their interests and the in-
terests of the countlry at heart, would be
the first to suggest the insertion of snch
a clause as he advocated. It was not
moved with any idea of factious opposi-
tion, but for the purpose of assisting the
goldfields and at all events prowviding
gome little safeguard against what he
might call the dangers which beset the
Government. Only the other day we
were told a farther concession was
granted to the Kurrawang Syndicate, and
he (Mr. Haynes) asserted that was abso-
lutely illegal. He gave the Government
every credit for honest intentions, but if
for the sake of expediency they would do

say “ We will safeguard ourselves at this
period” ? He had opposed No. 11, not
because he was adverse to the spirit of it,
but simply because it came down at this
late hour in such a way. All the clause

the sting out of No. 11. If No. 11 was
to be put into operation, let the con-
ditions under which concessions would be
granted be brought in, so that the Com-
mittee might know what they were.
Who was going to do it¥? It would be
out of the ken of the Minister for Lands.
Would it be done by the Under Secretary,
by the Crown Solicitor, by the Parlia-
mentary Draftsman, or would it be left
to Mr. Sommers ¥ The Government tohim
were an unknown quantity. He did not
know who was going to do this, and the
Minister for Lands would not tell us who
would settle the conditions. It wasneces-
sary for the Committee to know on what
conditions concessions would be granted.
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Were we ever to hear the conditions on
which they were to be granted ? Would
the Minister ever choose to lay those
conditions on the table?
Minister could laugh at a motion ecall-
ing for papers. The late Minister for
Lands was, months back, called on to
produce certain papers: here was the

last day of the session, and yet they were '

not produced.
Honw. C. SommErs: Mr. Haynes had
not stated why he wanted the papers.

Hon. R. 8. HAYNES: To expose a’

piece of villany.

THe CuHaremaw: The hon. member
had better address himself to the amend-
ment.

Hon. B. 8. HAYNES : These remarks
were directed to show that demands for
papers might be simply langhed at by
Ministers. It was hard to see on what
grounds exception could be taken to the
amendment he had moved. If it were
accepted, there need be no farther opposi-
tion to the Bill.

Hon. F. T. CROWDER: Mr. R. 8.
Haynes's amendment on the Assembly’s
amendment gave the House a farther
opportunity to consider the new clause
contained in amendment No. 11, and
therefore should be supported. The
provisions of that new clause were so
important that they ought to have formed
the subject of a special Bill Hon.
members, in giving away vights, should
hedge them in with a barb-wire fence, so
to speak. Mr. Hayues's amendment was
calculated to prevent abuses.

Honw. A. B. K1DSON : Notwithstand-
ing the homily of the Minister for Lands,
he felt bound to support Mr. Haynes's
amendment. Why did the Government
object to the amendment ? If they were
honest and sincere in their intentions with
regard to the new clause contained in
amendment No. 11—and he would he
very sorry to think otherwise—why shounld
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they refuse to allow the rights conferred -

by that new clanse to be surrounded with
certain safeguards?  Why should not the
terms and conditions under wbich coo-
cesgions were to be granted be laid before
Parliament? It was only right that
possibly enormous coneessions should be
hedged in. Mr. Haynes’'s amendment
was the most important that had been
submitted to hon. members for some con-
siderable time.
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Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Government. did not desire to push the
amendments on the Notice Paper.

How. J. 1. Growrey: The Govern-
ment wonld not, however, drop amend-
ment No. 11,

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS:
Amendment No. 11 was passed. Heasked
leave to withdraw amendment No. 14.

Leave refused.

How.J. D. CONNOLLY: The dropping
of amendment No. 14 made all the
difference in the weorld in amendment No.
11.  With the amendment now wunder
congideration, the new clause proposed
contained in amendment No. 11 was
good; but without the farther amend-
ment, it was bad.

Hon. W. MALEY : This measure was
supposed to be a Land Bill; but every
advantage which agriculturists wight
have expected to derive from it had been
long ago eliminated.

TeEe CHaikrmMan: The hon. member
must address himself to the cluuse, and
not diverge inlo a second-reading speech.

How. W. MALEY : Untess the amend-
ment were agreed to, the Bill should be
shelved.

Hon.J.T. GLOWREY: Theannounce-
ment of the Minister that he was willing
to withdraw amendment No. 14 was
somewhat startling, since the amendment
was absolutely necessary in order to
safeguard the interests of the gold-mining
industry.

TeE MinisTER vos Lawpse said he had
already expressed his willingness to accept
the amendment on the Notice Paper.

How. J. T. GLLOWREY : lixperience
had shown that these amendinents would
not be sufficient. The attitude of the
Minister was most surprising, and should
make hon. members more anxious than
ever to have Mr. Haynes's amendment
adopted.

How. C. SOMMERS : Perhaps the real
reason why the Minister was willing to
withdraw amendment No. 14 was that
time would thus be saved. The matter
was one that could be dealt with by
regulation.

Hox. J. T. GLoWRRY : Hon. members
would certainly not accept tbat.

Howx. C. SOMMERS : Auy excuse was
better than none at all, and that was
probably the view taken by Mr. Glowrey
and Mr. B. 8. Haynes in persisting in
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their opposition to amendment No. 11.
Surely the present amendment, 14, com-
mended itself to the Committee. Forest
reserves were under the control of the
Minister for Lands, and therefore iv was
right and proper they should be dealt
with in this Bill. One possible explana-
tion of the continued opposition was that
there was a desire to wreck the Bill. He
appealed to hon. members not to persist
in factious opposition. If Mr. Haynes’s
amendment on the Assembly’s amendment
were carried, the new clause vontained in
amendment No. 11 would be npullified.
As bad been pointed out, people wanted
to lay down these tramlines, and before
they got their material they wished to
know what would be dome. If people
bad to wait until Parliament sat to see
if there was any objection, the thing was
not worth troubling about.

How. R. 8. HAYNES said he desired
to alter his amendment by substituting
the word “ both  for ** neither.” Would
the Minister for Lands accept that ¥

Tae MinisTer rFor Lanps: No; he
did not want the amendment at all; he
did not see any advantage in it.

How. R. 3. HAYNES said he did not
ask for the alteration unless the Minister
would accept the amendment moved.

Tre MinisTer For Lanps: No.

Hoxw. C. B. DEMPSTER: Apparently

quite sufficient safeguard was afforded in
the Jast paragraph of No. 11, and there
was little more in constructing a tem-
porary tramway or railway for the
conveyance of firewood to the mines than
there would be in making an ordinary
road.

[Several wmembers dissented from this
view.]

Hon. C. E. DEMPSTER: These
tramways would be constructed simply
for the time being in order to convey
firewood to where it might be required on
the mines; and they could be shifted
and taken to any other locality where
required. He thought it unreasonable
for members to oppose the clause as they
were doing, and that the opposition arose
more from a wish to obstruet the Bill
. than from any other motive.

Hox. F. T. CrowpER: Exception must
be taken to that remark.

Hox. J. T. GrowreY: Yes.

Hon. F.T. CROWDER: Mr. Dempster
bad said the object of the objection was

[COUNCIL.)

Amendments.

simply to wreck the measure; but if the
Committee saw fit to accept the amend-
ment moved by Mr. Haynes, the Bill
could go through. The object was not to
wreck the Bill, but the amendment was
introduced because certain members recog-
nised that this power should not be put
into a Liand Bill.

Hon. G. RANDELL: On farther con-
sideration of the question he felt inclined
to support the amendment moved by Mr.
Haynes. The Government might very
well accept it, because they might rest
assured no Parliament wonld take excep-
tion to any agreemeni they bad entered
into, if it was founded on proper principles
and was fair to the country. At first
sight he thought it would be impossible
to enter into an agreement or arrange
with any persons for the construction of
these tramways, but Mr. Dempster bad
drawn attention to the fact that as the
concession could be revoked at the will of
the Governor it could be revoked at the will
of Parliament. He understood members
were quite prepared to accept the whole
of the clauses, if this amendment by Mr,
Hajynes were pussed.

Hon. C. Sommers: Was a conces-
sionaire to wait until Parliament met
before he could go on with the matter ?

Hon. G. RANDELL: Certainly not.
One would run the rigk of Parlament
disallowing the concession.

Hown. C. SOMMERS : Did not the hon.
member think that would he rather hard ?
Supposing that in a month’s time a con-
cession were granted to lay down a tram-
way, and the concessionaire sent home
for rails and rolling-stock, and in August
next the House met and failed to pass the
concession, what position would that man
be in? He would be in a very unfair
position, considering that this was a
temporary thing which was revocable at
the will of the Minister, The amendment
by Mr. Haynes would delay the whole
matter,

Hon. G. RanperL: Would the hon.
member read the last pertion of No. 117

How. C. SOMMERS said he saw what
that part was, but there was a possibility
of a man having to wait, five or s1x wonths
before he knew whether the concession
would be granted or not.

How. . Ravpern: Did the hon.
member thiok Parliament would be more
unreasonable than the Governor ?
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Horw. ¢. SOMMERS: No; and he
did not think there was much risk of
Parliament refusing the concession, hut
there was a great risk of delay.

How. R. S. HAYNES: Would the
Minister accept the suggestion that the
word ‘““both * should be substituted for
“ pneither” ¥ If so, that would make the
maiter absolutely secure.

Taeg MINISTER FOR LANDS said
he suw no great advantage in the amend-
ment by My. Haynes; in fact it appeared
in some measure to controvert No. 11;
but so long as it was guite clear that it
would operate only when both Houses
were gitting, he could see no very great
objection. Of course if it meant that
no action could be taken till Parliament
was sitting, the amendment would, if
passed, render the Bill practically useless.

Hor. R. 8. HAYNES : If Parliament
were sitting, the license would have to
be laid vpon the table of both BHouses
within 14 days after it was granted ; and
if both Houses disapproved of it the
license would be revoked : not one House,
but both Houses. If Parliament were
not sitting, the person would take the
license at his risk. One did not know
really that there would be any rigk at all,
Members hoped the present Minister for
Lands would see that the conditions were
guch as a reasonable man could expect
them to be, and if the conditions were so
there would be no harm done to anybody.
He only introduced this amendment as a
check, not upon the present Govermnent,
because he had the greatest confidence in
them, but he was not going to say any-
thing about the past Government.

Hon. G. RaNDELL:
ments were valuable safeguards with
regard to the power conferred by No. 11.

[Hon. R. S. Hayoes’s amendment
altered by substituting the word * both”
for * neither.” |

Amendment (Mr, Haynes's) put and
passed, and the Assembly’'s amendment
as now amended agreed to.

No. 15— Add the following new clause :

No timber lease or exclnsive license over
any timber land shall be grauted within the
boundaries of the declared goldfields,

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS moved
that the amendwment be agreed to.

Put and passed.

Resolutions reported, and the Teport
adopted.
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Committee consisting of the Minister

! for Lands, Hon. G. Randell, and Hon. R.

These amend- l‘

8. Haynes, drew up reasons for disagree-
ing to certain of the amendments, as
follow :—

No. 8.—The Counecil thinks the re.
duction fromm 5s. to 2s. 6d.
already made is sofficient, and
a further reduction to 1s. would
scarcely bé worth the cost of
collection.

No. 10.—The Council thinks it would
be nuwise at this stage to make
such an innovation a3 to intro-
duce the system of leases to
private individuals for a term of
99 years.

No. 18.—The clause as drafted would
be inoperative, and in view of
existing provisions, is vexatious
and unnecessary.

Reusons adopted, and a Message
accordingly returned to the Legislative
Assembly.

INDUSTRIAL CONCILTIATION AND
ARBITEATION BILL.

AMENDMENTS RECONSIDERED.

The Legislative Council having made
11 amendments, and the Legislative
Assembly having agreed to seven and
disagreed to four, the amendments so
disagreed to now farther considered in
Committee.

No.1—Clause 2, Definition of * Indus.
trial Dispote,” insert the words * a«
herveinafter defined,” between the words
“ dispute’” and " arising ™ :

‘T'ee MINISTER FOR LANDS moved
that the Council’s amendment be not
insisted on.

Hon. G. RANDELL: The reason
given for not agreeing to this amendment
wasg, he thought, correct. It was stated
that the term “ dispute ™ was not tbherein-
after defined ; therefore he supported the
action of the Legislative Assembly in
disagreeing to the amendment,

Question put, and the amendment not
insisted on.

No. 3.—-Clause 2, Definition of *Ju.
dustrial Matters,” sub-paragraph (&),
strike out the whole of the sub-clanse:

How. G. RANDELL: Sub-clause (¢),

. which limited the choice of labour, was

calculated to force workers inte unions
whether they desired to be in such
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unions or not. The provision tended to
reduce all labour to the same level; it
interfered with enterprise and healthy
emulation; it was clearly in vestraint of
trade, and opposed to the freedom of the
individual; to that extent therefore it
seemed to lower the status and self-
reliance of the workers; therefore in the
interests of the country and the great
body of workers -thewmselves, it was
desirable to eliminate this wmost extra-
ordinary provision frow the Bill.

Hown. J. M. SPEED: Every reason
adduced by Mr. Randell to strike out
this provision could be advanced with
equal force against the whole of the
measure. Paragraph (d), which the
Committee had passed without discussion,
contained exactly the same provision
with regard to empluyers which Mr.
Randell now objected to with reference
to the workers, If it was right in regard
to the employer, it was equally right in
regard to the worker. The sub-clause
was not binding at all, but it was a
matter merely for the convenience of the
court. It meant that the court could
take the matter into consideration. So
far as unions were concerned, the whole
object of the Bill was to see that men
were banded together. The provision
was merely un advisory one to the court
so that the court could consider these
matters if they thought fit to do so.

Ter MINISTER FOR LANDS:
Sub-clause (¢) was placed in the Bill to
meet such an abuse as ¢ceurred in some
of the Enatern States and in New Zealand,
where, when members of a union brought
forward a dispute, employers in some
cases, although in a union, retaliated by
gaying, “We shall employ you wno
longer. We shall employ non-unionists
because you have brought forward a
case.” The power was used in retalin-
tion, and to prevent such retaliation this
clause-was inserted- - At the same time
the employers insisted that paragraph
{d) should be inserted. If paragraph
(¢) were struck -out, paragraph (d)
should certainly not be allowed to stand.

Hox. G. RANDELL: The same thing
had occurred to him when paragraph (e)
was struck out. Paragraph (d), how-
ever, was practically inoperative and
could never do any harm. Paragraph (¢),
on the other hand, represented a very
different species of legislation. All the

[COUNCILL.]

Amendments.

employer wanted was a good worker,
whether unionist or non-unionist. It
was to be regretted that paragraph (d)
had been allowed to stand; because the
cireumstance lent colour to av argument
used somewhere else that the amendments
of the Legislative Council were one-sided.
He repudiated the charge of one-sidedness
in reference to these amendments. If
such a charge could be made at all, it
certainly applied to the whole Bill.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER: As the
member who had moved the excision of
paragraph (e), be hoped hon. members
would not agree to the recommendation
from another place. As an employer, he
objected to dictation in the matter of
whom he should employ. As good men
as were to be found in the unions
remained outside the unions vn conscien-
tious grounds.

Hon.J. T. GLOWREY: No reason
had Dbeen advanced why we should
rescind the decision previcusly come to.
He hoped hon. members would support
Mr. Crowder.

Hox. J. M. SPEED: Mr. Crowder
and the members who supported him did

-not really understand paragraph (e).

They seemed to think that the paragraph
was mandatory, whereas it merely gave
power to the court to consider a ques-
tion.  The court was invested with far
greater powers in other respects.  Hon.
members were prepared, apparently, to
trust the welfare of a whole industry in
the hands of a court which they were
not prepared to trust on such a small
question as sub-paragraph (e} involved.
The position wag absurd.

How. G&. RANDETL moved thai the
amendment be insisted on.

Question put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes
Noes

o
-1|c:w

Majority for ...

NWOES,
Hon. T. F. 0. Brimage
Uon E. M. Clarke
Hon. J. D. Connolly
Hon. A. Jameson
Hon. R. C. O'Brien
Hon, J, M. Speed (Tatler).

AYESE,
Hon. G. Belliugham
Hon. R. G. Burges
Houn. F. T, Crowder
Homn. C. E. Dempster
Hon. J. T. Glowrey
Hon. A, B. Kidson
Hon. B, Laurie
Hon. E, McLarty

Hon. H. J. Sounders
Hon. Sir George Shenton
Hon. W. Maoley (Tailer). |
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Question thus passed, and the Coun-
cjl’'s amendment insisted on.

No. 8—Clause 85, strike out the whole
of Sub-clause (2):

Hon. G. RANDELL moved that the
amendment be insisted on.  The matter
had been fully debated before, and it was
unnecessary oow to say more than that
the principle of the clunse was dangerous
and that its meaning was obscure.

Hown. F. T. CROWDER.: If the House
had needed a reason for insisting on its
amendment, it was supplied in the reason
for disagreement stated by the Legisla-
tlve Assembly: ** Because this is a ueces-
gary power, and is given by the New
Zealand Act and also in the Act of New
South Wales of 1901.” If this was all
the Assembly could bring to bear in sup-
port of its views, there was no necessity
to consider the matter farther.

How. J. M. SPEED : Mr. Crowder had
forgotten, as he frequently did, the begin-
ning of the clause he objected to. Clanse
85 was really only a corollary to Sub.
clauses 5 and 7 of Clause 84. Even hon.
members like My, Randell, who had read
every line of the Bill most carefully, had
somehow failed to notice the connection
between Clause 84 and Clause 85. The
reagon given by the Assembly was a good
one. I the provision was necessary
elsewhere, it was necessary here. The
Bill was tentative

Hon. P. T. Crowper: Not tentative ;
but dangerous.

How. J. M. SPEED: No¢ doubt it
appeared dangerons to members like Mr,
Crowder; but it was considered beneficial
by the people. He could quite under-
stand Mr. Randell and Mr. Crowder
objecting to anything original. Still,
even those hon. members should bear in
mind that unless someone were prepared
at some time to try something new,
the world would make very little pro-
gress.

Tue MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
seetned to be a good deal in the reason
given by the Assembly for disagreeing
with our amendment. The Assembly
stated that this provision was contained
in the Act of New South Wales of 1901.
If there was any clause of the Act which
bad been discussed more than another in
New South Wales it was this one. This
*common rule” provision was regarded
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as bighly important. Section 37 of the
Act of New South Wales provided : -

In any procecding before it the Court may
do al or any of the following things with a
view to the enforcement of its award, order, or
direction—(1} declare that any practice, regn-
lation, rale, custom, term of agreement, con-
dition of employment, or denling whatsoever,
in relation to an industrial matter, shall be a
common rule of any induatry affected by the
proceeding . . . . . .

It was eusy to see that if only the party
to the proceedings was to be Lound in
his own industry by the award of the
court he might suffer very much. If only
he were affected and others not, it would
be a. very grave state of affairs, When
an award of the conurt was given, as in
common law and ordinary law, that wus
a precedent which should be applied to
all parties. This was nerely to make a
precedent for the varions industries to
which it could be applied, and the power
seemed a very reasonable ome. The
reason given for such provision wus very
ably diseussed by perhaps some of the
cleverest legul minds in Australia.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Aves 14

Noes 5

Majority for ... 9
AYES. Nogs.

Hon. (3. Bellingham J Hoop. E. M. Clarke
on, R. i, Hurges 1 Hon, J. D. Connolly
lion. F. T, Crowder ‘ Hon. A. Jumeson
Hon. U. E. Dewpster | Hon. J, M. Speed
Hon. J. T, Glowrey Hou. B. €. O'Brien
Hon, A. B. Kidsou ' [Tetler).
Hon, R. Lauric |

Hon W. Maley -

Hon. E. McLaxty

Hon. G- Roudell

Hon. J. E. Richardson

Hon, H. J. Sannders

Hon. Sir George Hhentoui
Hon. T. F. 0. Brimage
(Teller). |

Question thus passed, and the Couneil's
amendment insisted on.

No. 9—Clause 86, strike out the whole
of Sub-clanse (2) :

Hon. G. RANDELL moved that the
amendment le insisted on. It was only
a consequential amendment.

Put and passed, and the amendment
insisted on.

Resolutions  reported, the report
adnpted, and a Message accordingly
returned to the Legislative Assembly,
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WINES, BEER, AND SPIRIT SALE
AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2).

AMENDMENT RECONBIDEERED.

The Council having made the following
amendment, and the Assembly having
disagreed to the same, it was now farther
considered, in Committee.

[COUNCIL.)

Amendment—Cilause 3, add the follow- |

ing words: “ Provided that the annual
fee for such license granted to a person

licensed to make beer under ‘The Beer .

Excise Act 1891’ shall be ten shillings *:

Tar MINISTER FOR LANDS moved |

that the amendment be not insisted on.
At the present time brewers had a right
to sell their beer, but not wines and
spirits. The Premier of Victoria bad
written to the Government here to find

the Federal Act. He had a draft of the
letter here, which showed that the last
part of this amendment, enabling a brewer
to take out a two-gallon license, wus
permissive; and it appeared to be only
necessary to do that when the brewer
wished to sell wines, beer, and spirits in
addition to carrying on the business of a
brewer. A brewer had to take out a
license atb a cost of £25, and he could sell
the beer he produced, but had to use
certain stamps on the casks when thev
went out. The brewer could sell beer at
the present time, but if he took out a
license to sell wines, beer, and spirits in
quantities of not less than two gallons,
he had to pay a fee of £10, and he could
not sell within 50 vards of his hrewery.
In this State a bLrewer would be allowed
to sell his beer without any additional
license to the one costin® £25 other than
a 10s. license, if the amendmenti made hy
the Council were passed.

How. F. T. CROWDER: Tn intro-

Commissioners’ Powers Bill.

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS said
he would recommend to the Colonial
Treasurer the course suggested by Mr.
Crowder, so far as regarded those who
brewed and sold heer only, but not in
the case of those who also sold wines and
apirits.

Question put and passed, and the
Council’s amendment not insisted on.

THIRD READING.
Bill read a third time, and passed.

ROYAL COMMISSIONERS POWERS BILL,
BECOND READING.

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.

e L ; . A. Jameson), in moving the second read.
out what their view was with regard to

ing, said: This short Bill requires but
little explanation. Mr. Crowder recently
raised the question of what were the
powers of Royal Commissions to compel
the attendance of witnesses, and to compel
witnesses to take the oatb. The reply I
gave was that Royal Commissions had
not power to compel the attendance of
witnesses, but conld place witnesses under
oath. Various important Royal Com.
missions are about to be appointed. The
Government feel it their duty, although
they are not assisted by the repeal of
the Public Service Act, to appoint a
strong commission indeed to inguire
thoroughly into the question of public
service classification. In addition, there

 are other Royal Commissions of great

. production of books.

ducing the amendment, his iden was that -

a8 the brewers were already compelled to

wealth Act,theyshould not be asked to pay
for a second license in the State, costing
£10. Al he wanted was to get an assur-
ance from the Minister in this House
that the Government would hand back to
the brewers the £10 paid upon the insis-
tence of the Government, on the surrender
of the license. The brewers had paid
£10 for a license they Adid not new want,
for they already had a license from the
Commonwealth.

importance to be appointed. It has heen
thought well, therefore, to introduce this
short Bill, giving the commissions con-
siderable powers. Hon. members will see
that Clause 2 authorises commissions to
summon witnesses and to require the
Under Clause 3 the
penalty for refusing to appear as a witness

15 a fine not exceeding £100. Clause 4
ay £25 for a license under the Common.

provides that witnesses’ expenses shail be

~ paid. That is a matter which has not

hitherto been clearly provided for. It is
recognised that when compelling a witness
to appear, the commission should provide
him with travelling expenses. Under
Clause 5 a witness is not liable to penalty
for non-attendance unless he has been paid
or tendered an amount to cover his
travelling expenses. No doubt hon.
members will see the importance of the

_ measure at the present time.
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Hon. E. M. CLARKE : I second the !
motion. :

Hon. F. T CROWDER (East): I
congratulate the Minister on having in-
trodnced this Bill. The reason why I ‘
asked the question which has resulted in
the introduction of this Bill is that some
weeks ago the House passed a resolution
affirming the desirability of the im-
mediate appointment of 2 Royal Coromis-
gion to inquire into the admivistration of
the Works Depariment. On the adoption
of the motion I looked up certain
authorities, and found that Royal Com-
migsions had no power to cownpel the
attendance of witnesses. I also found
that in connection with the Puarnell In.
quiry the British Parliament had passed
a small Bill similar to that now before
us. Entertaining strong views on the
suhject, I drew the attention of the
Minister to the circumstance; becaunse T
did not wish that after Parliament was
prorogued it should be said there was no
use in appointing Royal Comnissions,
as they had not the power to compel the
attendance of witnesses or to examine
them on cath. I sincerely trust—and I
think I have the House with me in this
—that the words which have fallen from
the Minister will be given effect to during
the recess, and that the Moyal Cominis-
gions promised will be appointed. I
speak feelingly on this subject. I am
almost paralysed when I think of the
waste of money ineurred in the Works
Department of this State at the present
day. I spoke verv strongly in con-
nection with the matter in this House
recently; and I have been accused
of saying in Parliament what I would
not say outside. T assure hon. members,
however, on my honour as a man, that
any statewent I may make in this House
I am prepared to substantiate before a
Royal Commission. If a Royal Com-
mission be appointed to inquire into the
methods of the Works Department, I
ghall do my best to prove to the com-
mission that a terrible waste of money is
going on. I can only hope the Minister
is speaking for the Government when he
says .that a Royal Commission will be
appointed to inquire into departmental
workings. 1f such a commission Dbe |
appointed, the Government will receive
the approval not only of this House, but
of the whole country.

{18 FeEpruary, 1902.]
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Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE, ETC.

Bill passed through Committee with-
out debate, reported without amendment,
and the report adopted.

Standing Orders suspended ; Bill read a
third time, and transmitted to the Legis-
lative Assembly.

NORTH PERTH TRAMWAYS BILL.
Received from the Legislative Assembly,
and read a first time.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.
Tre MivisTEr FOR LaANDs moved
that the Standing Orders he suspended
to allow of the Bill passing through all
stages at one sitting.

Hon. F. T. CrowbEr: It was to be
hoped hon. members would not agree to
the suspension of the Standing Orders.
‘We could sit to-morrow morning, if
necessary. The Bill had been recently
amended in another place, and one did
oot yet kmow the effect of the amend-
ments,  Perhaps the Minister for Lands
would consent to postpone the Bill until
other matters on the Notice Paper had
been disposed of.

How. R. 8. Hayxes : The House would,
he hoped, apree to a suspension of the
Siandmyg Orders in this cagse. The Bill,
which was unfortunately squeezed in at
the last woment, was one of urgency, It
passed through the TLower House at one
sitting. A member in another place had
pointed out that the agreement hetween
the North Perth Roads Bourd and the
Tramway Company differed i some
respects from the agreement between the
Perth City Council and the Tramway
Clompany. So soon as the attention of
the Tramway Cempany was drawn to the

. circumstance, they agreed to every amend.-

ment asked for; and a provisional agree-
ment on the same lines as that with the
City Council was drawn.

Hon. F. T. Crowbkr said he had not
scen the agreement.

Hon., K. 8. Havwes: As Mayor of
North Perth, he had seen it; and he was
farther in a position to inform hon. mem-
bers that the whole question lad been
re-discussed by the North Perth Council
last night. He was sorry that agreement,
wag made, becanse he would have liked a
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better one.  However, the prior roads
board made the agreement, and he felt in
duty bound to carry it out. These
amendmeats introduced in the Assembly
were supporied by the Perth Municipal
Council, This Bill was an exact copy of
the measure passed by this House for the
construction of tramways in the City of
Perth. There was some question about
the carriage of children at half price
under the age of 16 years. The Tram-
way Company assured him, as mayor,
and also assured the council of North
Perth, that they would have the sume
provisions with respect to tickets as
related to the city of Perth. In the
city of Perth, the company carried school
children under 16 at half price; and
under this Bill the promoters were
hound to ecarry workmen at half price,
and tickets were to be interchangeable
with those of the Perth tramways.
There was no provision in the Act with
regard to Perth, yet that company issued
the same tickets. Personally he would
have liked to see the provision inserted,
but it was too small a matter to insist
upon. At the present time there was a
municipality of North Perth, but it was
not affected on the Perth side of the
Wanneroo road, though the scheme
did affect the other side of Wunneroo-
road, where there was not one house in
connection with the North Perth muniei-
pality. The muuicipality could not
build a road, for they had not the mouey,
and the Tramway Company proposed
practically to intersect the mumicipuhity
and carry the tramway right through.
Unless this House passed this moetion,
the Bill would be lost. He appealed to
every member to personally consider the
requirements of North Perth. 'This was
the best thing that had ever bappened for
the North Perth muunicipality, and it had
the unanimous support of the North
Perth Municipal Couneil.

How. F.'T. Crowner: If the Minister
would counsent to take this Bill after the
Brands Bill and the Roads Bill, he
would be prepared to go on with this
measure.

Hon. R. 8. Havwes suggested that the
Minister should nvw ask the House to
suspend the Standing Orders in order to
pass the Bill through, because later on
there might not be a sufficient number of
members present for the purpose.

[COUNCIL.]

Brands Bill.

Tur Presipert: There were two other
Messages frow the Legislative Assembly,
and the simplest way would be to accept
the suggestion he had made, that for the
remainder of the sitting the Standing
Orders be suspended.

Hox. F. T. CrowpeEr had no objec-
tion.

Tae MinisTER For LaAND8 moved :

That, in order tv expedite business, the
Standing Orders relating to the passing of
public Billg, and the consideration of messages

from the Legislative Assembly, be suspended
during the remainder of the sitting,

Questivn put and passed, and the
Standing Orders suspended.

BRANDS BILL.
SECOND READING (MOVED).

Debate resumed from the 11th Feb-
ruary.

Hox, . T. CROWDER. (East): This
Bill is a most imnportant one, and I rise
to move that it he read this day six
months, I do not wish to debate the
question; but I think it is agreed by all
the representatives of the districts in
Parliament that this Bill should be sent
by the members of the Ministry into
those districts, so that it can be thoroughly
debated and discussed, and that they will
be perfectly ready and we shall be ready
to discuss the matter next session. I
have telegrams from several parts of the
State asking that at this late period of
the session the Bill shall not be proceeded
with, but that the Government shall send
a copy of the Bill to the different muni-
eipal councils throughout the country
districts, where they will hold meet-
ings and thoroughly discuss the matter,
and they will send reports of their
meetings to the Government. It is
well kanown that this Bill s an im-
portunt one, and the country members
in this House are not in a position to
move that it be thrown out, but inasmuch
as there is a provision for a penalty of £1
per head for every sheep put into a
pound, and other anomalies like that,
they think it is not fair fo discuss the
matter at this late period of the session.
I therefore move,

That the Bill be read this day six months.

Amendment put and passed, and the
second reading negatived.
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ROADS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY S AMENDMENTS.

Order read, for farther consideration of
the Assembly’s amendments.

IN COMMITTEE.

Hown. F. T. CROWDER moved that
the Chairman de leave the Chair.

Motion put and passed, and the Bill
arresied.

HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
AMENDMENT RECONSIDERED.

The Council having made an awend-
ment, and the Legislative Assembly
having disagreed to the same, the
Counecil's amendment was now farther
considered, in Committee.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS moved
that the amendment e not insisted on.
In moving the second reading of the Bill
he bad explained that a 1s. rate was
necessary in certain outlying parts of the
State, and that we should be taking on
ourselves a heavy responsibility in reduc-
ing the maximum proposed. A return
prepared since that date showed con-
clusively that his contention was correct.
For many years back the maximum rate
had been 6d. in this State. The maximum
was oviginally 3d., but it was found
necessary to double the amount. Froma
return of the health rates imposed by all
towns throughout the State it appeared
that in Perth the rate at the present day
was 1d., that in most places it was 2d. or
3d., and that in none except small gold-
fields towns was the rate as high as 6d.
The necessity for the high rates in gold-
fields towns arose from the cirewmstance
that numerous persons lived in small huts,
which could unol possibly Le appraised at
more than £5 per apunum. If these per-
sons paid a, 1s. rate, the taxation imposed
on them was no heavier than that repre-
sented by a ld. rate on a Perth tenement
valued ut £60. The reduction of the
proposed minimum to 6d. would un-
doubtedly inflict great bardship on the
small goldfields towns, which needed rates
of from 9d. to 1s. for thorough sanitation.
He trusted bon. members would not make
it impossible by Act of Parliament to
carry out sanitation in distant parts of
the State.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER: The Council
should insisl on its amendment. Since

[18 Fepruary, 1902.]
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speakiug on this matter yesterday, he bad
discovered that although certain goldfields
towns were crying out for a shilling rate,
they had rated themselves to the extent
of only threepence, while the maximum
of sizpence was available. Hon. mem-
bers should should bear in mind that the
people paying the health rute had not at
present a voice in the spending of the
money, siace health boards were appointed
by the Government. Many of these
health boards were beautifuily worked.
The chairman got a few friends together,
a list of carefully chosen nammes was sub-
mitted to the Government for approval,
and the Government appointed accord-
ingly. The people who had to find the
money were thus absolutely deprived
of a voice in its expenditure. Not a
siugle health beard was elective.

Hox.J. D, CoxworrLy: The hon. mem.
ber was wrong, so far as the district
health boards were concerued.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER: To give
nominee boards the power to raise a
shilling rate when in the past threepence
had been found enough would be most
dangerous. Hon. members knew that it
would be absolutely necessary during
next session to rveintroduce Part 2 which
had been struck out of the Bill. He
appealed to the Minister o say whether
it was not so.

Tue MiNisTER FOR Lanps: Part 2; yes.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER : Tt was to
be boped hou. members would insist on
amending the weasure next session.

How. J. D. CONNOLLY : There were
good reasons for agking the House not to
nsist on the amendment, siuce hy doing
80 we might cause the Bill to be lost in
another place. The only district health
board now existing in the State was that
controlling the Kalgoorlie-Boulder min-
ing belt.  Unforinnately mo provision
had been made for the filling of vacancies,
and the consequence was that for the last
few months the board had consisted of
only three members, whereas five were re-
quired to form a quorum. He appealed
to hon. members not to deprive the
Kalgoorlie-Boulder district of ita health
board for the next six months by insisting
on an amendment which would probably
wreck the measure in another place.

Hox. F.T. Crowbper: The Kalgoorlie-
Boulder Board had not used its full
taxation powers last year.
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Hown. J. D. CONNOLLY : That being
80, why refuse the board power to impose a
shilling rate, if necessary ¥ Mr. Crowder
had said that in no case had those
contributing the health rate a voice in the
expenditure of the funds raised; but the
fact was that members of district health
boards were elected by the ratepayers
and were thus amenable to the rutepuyers.
It was advisable that new goldfields towns
should have the power to impose o high
rate, at any rate during the first year or
two of their existence. Surely it was
better that boards should impose a high
rate than that every now and then they
ghould come, cap 1n hand, to the Gov-
ernment for assistance. If people were
prepared to pay taxes to keep themselves
clean, why should they be prevented from
doing so by Act of Parliament ?

Question put, and a division taken
with the following result :—

Avyes 8
Noes 11
Majority against 3
AVES, Nois,
Hou. G. Bellingham tou. T, F. O. Brimage
Hon, E. M, Clarke Hon. F. T, Crowder
Hon. J. D. Conuolly Hon. C. E. NDempster
Houn. J. T. Glowrey Hou, K. Laurie
Hon, A. Jumeson Hon. W, Maley
Hou. A. B, Kidson Hon, E. MeLarty
Hon. J, M, Speed Hon. G, Randell
Hon. B. C. O'Brien Hon. J. E. Richardson
(Teller), | Hon, H, J, Saunders
1Jon. Sir George Shenton
Hou. R. G. Durges
{Teller),

Question thus negatived, and the
Council’'s amendment insisted on.
Message accordingly returned to the

Assembly.

EARLY CLOSING BILL.
LEGIBLATIVE ASSEMBLY'S AMENDMENTS,

[COUNCIL.]

Schedule of four amendments made by
the Legislative Assembly now considered, .

in Comnmittee.

No. 1- Clause 3, strike out the words -

*“the municipalities and district wen-
tioned in Schedule 1 shall be declared
districts forthwith on the pussing of this
Act,” at the end of the c¢lause.

Tue MINISTER FOR LANDS moved
that the amendment be agreed to.

Hoxn. G. RANDELL: The member
who to a large extent was in charge of the
Bill (Hon. A. B. Kidson) would, he
believed, agree to the amendment. It

Amendmenis,

seemed very likely that if the schedule
were struck out there might be some
considerable difficulty. He took it the
Governor would not move until munici-
palities asked for the Barly Closing Bill
to be put into operation.

Hon. A. B. KIDSON : In reference to
the remarks by Mr. Randell, though he
bad not the honour of being in charge of
the Bill, yet he was much interested in
passing it into law. He had looked into
the amendmments by this House, and
farther amendments made by another
Place, and he was of opinion that they
would not really affect the measure in any
degree, because he understood the Mimister
would give in assurance that as soun us
the measure was pussed into law, and had
received the assent of His Excellency the
Governor, all those places which were
already under the old Act proclaimed, or
under the conditions of the Act, would
be imwmediately proclaimed. He thought
we inighttake the assurance of the Minister
it would be so.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Mem-
bers could certainly take his assurance in
that direction, that it was the intention of
the Government to proclaim all those
places which were under the old Act.

Question put, and the Assembly’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 2—Clause 6, strike out the word
“geven,” in line 2, and insert “six” in
lieu :

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS meoved
that the amendment be agreed to.

Question put, and a division taken,
with the following result :—

Ayes
Noes

=
| -

Majority for

ATES.
Hoa. T. F. Q. Brimage
Hon. R. . Burges
Hon. E. M. Clarke
Hon. J. D. {onnolly
Hon. J. T. Glowrey
Hob. A. Jameson
Hon. A. B. Kidam
Hou. B, ¢, 0'Brien
Hon. ?.n}hgdeu
Hou, J. M., Speed
Hon. R. Lauria (Tecller).

Question thus passed, and the As-
sembly’s amendment agreed to.

Nos. 3 and 4— agreed to.

Resolutions reported, und the repor
adopted. :

Nokes.
Hon. F. T. Crowder
Hon. C. E. Dempster
Hou. E. McLarty
Hon. J. B, Ricthnwdson
(Teller).
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NORTH PERTH TRAMWAYS BILL.
SECOND BEADING.
On motion by the MinisTER FoR
Lawps, Bill read a second time,

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 to 6, inclusive—agreed to.

Clause 7—Reversion to local authority:

Hon, G. RANDELL: It would be
well to expluin to hon. members that
Clause 7 had been altered from the form
in which it was introduced, and now
conformed to the Provisional Order with
respect to the city of Perth. The muni-
cipality of North Perth might, under
Clause 7, purchase in 21 or 28 years, and
if the municipality faited to do this, then
the tramway with all its belongings
reverted to the local council at the end
of 35 years.

How. J. M. SPEED: It was a matter
of regret that one had to support fhis
Bill, since the position was that either
Clauge 7 must be accepted or certain
people must be left without means of
communication. It would be well if the
Government during the recess considered
a proposal for buving out all the tram-
wuy systems of the city and suburbs, not
at the end of 28 years, but now. In two
or three gears the Tramway Cowpany
would practically monopolise all the
passenger traffic of Perth and suburbs,
und so would compete ruinously with the
Government railways. Posaibly reason-
able terms could now he arranged for
buying out the company. The proba-
bilities were that at the end of 21 or 28
years an enormous sum would be needed
for the purpose. Unfortunately, we had
begun to give away the rights of the
people. Possibly the people took no
great interest in the matter at the present
time, but in coosiderably less than 21
years they would take a great interest in
the matter. The second reuading had
gone through with a certain degree of
haste, and he had been prevented from
making certain remarks which he in.
tended 1o offer at that s It was
desirable in the interests of the people that
the term at the end of which the right to
purchase accrned should be 10 years,
as well as 21 and 28 years.

How. R. 8. Hay~NEs: The provision

here was the same as in the case of Perth.

Howx. J. M. SPEED : Unfortunately,
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in Commiltiee.

now. Tbere was great danger in passing
Bills of this character at the end of the
session, when it was not possible to give
thew the full consideration they needed.

Long before the time for purchase came,
the city of Perth would find that it had
simply given away its rights. ’

Hox. F. T. CROWDLR Not buving
had a chanece to speak on the seconud
reading, he desired to ask now, in cold
blood, what was the reason why this
particular private Bill had been selected
to be rushed through in preference to 33
important public Bills which had appeared
on the Notice Paper of the Legislative
Assembly for the last two montha? The
question which naturally arose was, who
was making something ¥

Hon. R, S. Havnes:
North Perth.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER : The Mayor
of North Perth was incapable of anything
of the kind.

TrE Crairmar : Was the hon. member
speaking to the clause before the Com-
wmittee ¥

Hox. F. T. CROWDER : Yes.
remarks were directed to Clause 8.

THe CHaiemaw: Clause 7 was now
before the Committee.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER : Yes. These
remarks were directed to Clause 7. Tt
was desirable thut hon. members should
examine carefully every clause of the Bill,
which proposed to put into the hands of
about 100 people owning laud in North
Perth at the present day the power to
tax posterity in North Perth for genera-
lions to come. But for a few clauses
inserted by another place, this Bill would
have afforded a scandalous example of
valuable privileges being given away for
nothing.

.How. R. S. HaxnEes: No, no.

Hon. F. T. CKOWDER: A Bill of
this nature should not be considered at
go late a stage of the session. It was all
very well to say that this Bill was drafted
on the same lines as the Perth 'ramways
Act; but we had to remember that the
Perth Tramways Acét bhad ahsolutely
giver away the rights of the peuple of
Perth. Our endeavour should be not to
perpetrate the same blunder in connection
with North Perth. There seemed & unani-
mous desire that the Bill should go
through, and therefure he would move

The Mayor of

These

it was too late to make that alteration | only one amendment, in the schednle—

[
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that school® children up to the age of 16 !

years should be carried at half-fare. He
must repeat the question, why was this
private Bill singled out for enactment in
preference to 33 Bills of public import-
ance which had appeared on the Notice
Paper of another place? From his place
in the House he wished to ask, who was
muking something out of this Bill ?

How. R. S. HAYNES: As a matter of
fact, no one was making a single penny-
plece out of the Bill. The measure merely
provided for the construction of a tram-
way from North Perth tv Wanneroo road
—=a tramway running from the end of
nowhere to somewhere else. There was
not a cent to be malle by anyone ont of
the measure.

How.J. M. Speep: Then, why bring
itinf

Hon. R. 8. HAYNES: The North
Perth Tramway Company, which owned
some land near Wannervo, had asked
the permission of the North Perth Roads
Board, now the North Perth Municipal
Council, to build » tramway over its roads.
No person could possibly be injured by the
Bill, the sole object of which was to con-
nect outlying places with central Perth,
H hon. members refused to pass the Bill,
they would inflict serious injury ou a
number of people. Mr. Crowder’s con-
tention that school children shounld be
carried for balf-fare was perfectly sound.
A provision to that effect vught to have
been inserted in the concession. Tnasmuch
ag the agreement with the Perth City
Council. however, contaived no such pro-
vigion, and as notwithstanding the Tram-
way Company made an invariable practice
of carrying school children at half-fare,
the omission was not of great iroportance.

Hon. F. T. Crowper: 'L'be provision
should be in the Bill, nevertheless.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES: Perbaps, as
Mayor of North Perth, he might be
permitted to say on bebalf of the muni-
cipality thut they were satisfied the Tram.
way Company would issue ticketz to
children at half-price. Possibly he would
not be here next year, but Mr. Crowder
wounld certainly be here and would have
an opportunity of introducing a Bill com-
pelling the Tramway Company to carry

. 8chool children ai half-price.

Clauge put and passed.

Clauses 8 to 12, inclusive—agreed
to.

[COUNCIL.)

n Commitiee.

Bchedule -- Provistonal Order:

Hon. F. T. CROWDER moved that
the following words be added to para-
graph 8: “and that school children under
16 years of age shall travel at half-fares.”
This was only a fair thing. The Tram-
way Company were getting a huge con-
cession, and 1t would be nothing out of
their way to grant school children fares
at half-price. It was all very well to say
the Tramway Cowpany would do this,
but his idea of monopolies was that unless
we bound down in black and white those
who had them they would not grant
any concession. In other States there
were penny sections, but here if one rode
a hundred yards he had to pay threepeace.
We gave this huge coneession to the Tram-
way Company in Perth, and no power
was taken to compel them to do what
was right, and at the present day they
were flouting the public. The tramway,
if it ran at all, would run to a part of
Perth whera only working people lived.
We all knew the wages a workman got,
and what it cost one to rear a family. It
meant that school children would have
to walk throogh the hot sand because
the parent was not able to pay the tram
fares for them, and he proposed to add
a provision to paragraph 8 that school
children under 16 years of age should
travel at half-fare.

Amendment put, and a division called
for.

Hor. R. 8. Haynes: Was uny share-
holder in the Gag Company entitled to
vote on this question ?

Tree CrairMan said he did not think
the question of gas came in.

Hox. R. 8. Hayngs said it did.

Hox. J. M. Sreep: Apparently it did.

Hon. R. 8. Haywes asked for the
tuling of the Chairman as to whether
members of the Gas Company could vote
upon this question.

Tae Cuatrman: The question of gas
had nothing to do with the Bill.

How. G. RaxpeLr: The hon. member
should put his hat on when speaking to
a point of order.

Hoxn. R. 5. Hayngs : The hon, member
(Mr. Randell) was a shareholder.

Hor. G. Ravpern: That was not
s0.
How. B. 8. Havyes: The hon. member
ought to be ashamed of himself.

Hox. . RanperLL: No; he was not.
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Amendment again put and a division
taken with the following result:—
Ayes .o 11
Noes .. 8
Majority for ... . B

Hon, B. G, Burges Hon, G. i mn
Hon, F. T. Crowder Hon. E. M. Clarke
Hon. €. E. Dempster Ion. R. 5. Hoynea
Hon. R. Laurie Hon. A. Jameson
Hon. W. Maley |
Hon. E, MeLarty

klon. G. Randell

Hon, J. E, Richardson
Hou. 8ir George Shenton
Hen. J. M. Speed

(Tellar).

Amendment thus passed, and the
schedule as amended agreed to.

Preamble :

Hox. R. S. HAYNES: This would, he
thought, be the last occasion on which he
would have the opportunity, perhaps—

Sie Georer SHENTON: The question

before the House was the preamble.

- Hor.R. 8 HAYNES: As this would,
he thought, be the last night on which he
would have an opportunity of addressing
this honourable House, it was only right
he should give vent to a little feeling
that had been bottled up for many vears.

Tee CEArrMAN said he thongbt not.
The hou. member should speak to the
preamble.

How. R. 8. HAYNES: The preamble
did not, in bis judgment, agree with what
ought to be in a preamble. Before we
were asked to puss a measure, the pre.
amble should state the reasons, and he
hoped that in future when any measure
was introduced into the House, whether
he was & member of it or not, there would
always be a preamble at the head of the
Bill, and those members who held shares
in the Gas Company should retire from
the Chamber when the interests of the
(Gas Company were at stake, because at
the present time we held ourselves up to
ridicule, and he thought most of the
members ought to be ashamed to sit here.

Preamble put and passed.

Title-—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment, and
the report adopted.

Hon. A. B, Kidacn
Hon, J. T. Glowray
(Teller),

THIRD BEADING.
Ter MINISTER FOR LANDS moved
that the Bill be read a third time,
Hon. J. M. SPEED moved that the
Bill ke recommitted for amendment of
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Clauses 6§ and 7, by providing that the
district should have power also Lo pur-
chase at the end of ten years.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes - - .. 6

Noes s - o 10

Majority against ... 4
AYES,

How. G. Ig:l;:ghm

on. G,

Hon. E. M. Clarke

Hou. R. 8. Haynes

Hon. A. Jameson

Hoa, A, B, Kidson

Houn. R, Laurie

Hon. E. McLarty

Hon, G. Randell

Hou. J. E. Richardson

Hon, J. T. Glowrey
(Tetler.)

Hon, R, G. Burges

Hon. F. T. Crowder

How. C. E. Dempster

Hon, W, Maley

Hon. J. M. speed

Hon, B, C, O’Brien
{Tallor.)

Amendwent thus negatived.

Main queséion put and passed.

Bill read a third time, and returned to
the Legislative Assewmbly.

ADJOURNMENT.

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
A. Jameson): 1 move that the House at
its rising do adjourn until 12 o'cleck
noon of Wednesday.

Question put and passed.

The House udjourned accordingly at
11-20 o’clock, until noon of the next day.




